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PSAL, 118. 17, 18,19. 
9 I ſhall not die, but live, and declare the Works of the Lord. w 
' The Lord bath chaſtened me wery ſore , but he hath not given me I» 
over to death, 
== unto me the gates of righteouſneſſe, 1 will yoe into therv, and I Wh 


will praiſe the Lord. =p 
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2N Oi mags crebra ſunt mala,dalcior erit miſtricordia tua, Etenim Es 
/eriptum «ft quodam loco Specioſa miſericordia Domini in tem- 5M 
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Sermons Preached and Printed by M* Natbangell Hardy 
M. A. and Preacher to the Pariſh of $* Dyonis 
Back-Church. 


Uſtice Triumphing, or The Spoilers ſpoiled: A Sermon 
preached on the 5*h of November in the Cathedrall Church 
of S* Pauls. 

The eArraignment of licentions Liberty and oppreſſing Ty« 
ranny, ina Sermon at a Faſt before the Lords in Parliament; 
In the Abbey-Church at weſtminſter. 

Faiths Vittery over Nature, A Sermon preached at the Fu- 
nerals of Mr Zoh» R«ſhout Junior. 

T he ſafeſt Convey or The ftrongeſt Helper, A Valeditory 
Sermon before the Right Honourable Sr T homas Bendiſh Bar- 
ronet, his Majeſties Ambaſladour to the grand Seigniour at 
Conſtantinople. 

eA Divine Proſpeftive repreſenting the 7uſt mans peacefull 
£xd, A Sermon at the Funerall of the Right Worſhipfull 
Ir 7ohx Gayr Knight. 

Love and Fear the inſeparable Twins of a bleſt Matrimony, 
A Sermon occaſioned by the Nuptials between Mr lliam 
Chriſtmas and Mrs Elizabeth Adams. | 

Divinity in Mortality, or The Goſpels excellency and the 
Preachers frailty, A Sermon at the Funerals of Mr Richard 
Geadard Miniſter of the Pariſh of St Gregories by Pauls. 


Printed, andare to be fold by Nathanaell Webb and 
William Gramham atthe black Bear in S* Pauls 
Church-yard near the little North-door, 1653. 
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To the Right Worſhipfull, Worſhipfull, 
and Wel-beloved, The Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 


S. Dionts Back-Church, Healthand wealth, not only 
#*this life, bur chiefly i» that which #4 to come. 


worthy Friends, 
REA £ « fall Decade of yeers fince 1 firſt was 
51 SBI called by Divine Providence to begin the 
(OS) | *&y work of my Miniſtry among you: 4nd it 
jr Zo i not yet half ſo wany months, ſince in 
USO hamane probability both myMiniſtry and 
life ſeemed tobe at anend : But the wiſe 


and gracious God (in whoſe hands all our times are) hath P/al.31.15, 


mercifully lengihned my daycs (bleſſed be his name) for 
the m good of my own,4xd T7 hope) of your ſouls. 

Theſe Sermons which upon this comfortable occaſicn 1 
lately preached, were by ſome of you deſired to be mades 
more _ I have fulfilled, ſo much the more 
willingly, that 1 might teſtific before the world, firſt, my 
infinite obligation to Almighty God for ſo remarkeable 4 
deliverance ; awd withall my manyfold engagements to 4 
great part of you for your affettronate love, and multiply- 
edcourtelics, 

And now (my Dearcly Beloved, and longed forin 
the Lord) give me leave (having this opportunity) t# 
acquaint you with my ſerious thoughts 4nd earneſt de- 
ſires, ad Itruſt rhrough Gods grace that the tranſcript 
of them before your cycs, will helpe to make 4 deeper im- 
preſſion of them upon your hearts, 

And fir, Ithanke.my God through Jeſus Chriſt for 
Jour ſtedfaſtneſſe in the faith, and your mutuall amity, 
whereby you become cxemplary to many pariſhes in this 
wavering 4ud contentious 4ge. Oh that not onely you. 
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THE EPISTLE, &c. 


but all the people of this Land were alike minded, one 
towards another according to Chrift Jeſus. 

Next, let me in the bowels of o#r common Saviour 
beſecch you, end if this will zot prevaile, charge you 
befoic God and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall Judge 
the quicke and the dead at his appearing and his King- 
dome ; that as you drinke in the heavemly raine which 
commeth oft upon you, ſo you endeavour 20 bring forth 
herbes meet for the great husbandman who dreffeth you, 
7 bearc you record (and that withont flattery) you are at- 
tentive hearers, oh that you may be all forward doers of 
the word. 

There are ſome among#t you whoſe love towards me 
hath been, not onely intOngue and in word bur in deed, 
and that in a more than ordinary meaſure. But yer det me 
freely tell you, There # nothing (if I know my owne 
heart) would ſo rcjoyce me as to lee the fruit of my wreke 
labours, 7» the holineſſe of your lives. Beleeve it, this i 
the greateſt Kindnefſe 4 people can ſhow #0 their Mi- 
niſter, ſince whereas by 4 liberall contribution tehey adde 
to his comfortable ſubfiſtence upon earth, by « religious 
converſation , they increaſe hu eternall reward in hea- 
ven. 

And now Brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace which is able to build you up, 
and to give you an inheritance among them which are 
ſanttified, humbly intreating you to ſtrive _— with 
me in your prayers to God both for me and your ſelves, 
that | may ſo preach «ndlive, you may ſo heare and dor, 
4s that we may behold eachother , and all of us ourRe- 
dremer w#th joy inthe laſt day. Ss prayer 

Your faichfull ſeryant for 


Chrifts ſake in the Gofpd, 
NaTa: HarDY, 
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, * Phil. a. 27. the former part. 
For indeed he was ſick, nigh unto death, 
but God had mercy on him. 


F you pleaſe to peruſe the five laſt Pſalms 
of David, you ſhall: finde them begin- 
al ning and ending with an Hallelajah : 
if Praiſe ye the Lord, being the eAlpha and 
Omega,the Prora and the Pupps,, the firſt. 
and the /aſ# words of each. Not much un- 
like is Saint Paxls practiſe in the Epiſtle 


to the Remans,who almoſt in the very en- Rom18. 16, 


trance placeth an ivyauss, 1 thanke my God through 7eſus 17. 


Chritt, and cloſeth with a 6:5 S3Za, To God onely wiſe bee 
glorig through Feſus (hriſt. Tn imitation of theſe patternes I 
ſhall place Thanksgiving, both in the Front and Reere of my 
Diſcourſe. Indeed what fitter Proxminm to a gratulatorie 
Sermon than a Benedius ? Bleſſed therefore be God, who 
kept his «#»worthie Servant from falling into the Grave, a 
Land of Silence and Forgertfulneſſe, and hath now vouchſa- 
fed him the /ibertie of entring into his Houſe, the place of 
Prayers and Pr-yſes. Bleſſed be God, who hath brought my 
feet from lying 1n a ſick bed to ſtand in this holy Jomnnt. Fi- 
nally b/eſſed be God, who hath given me a joyfull occaſion of 
handling, and juſt cauſe of applying this Scriptare to my /elfe, 
by changing the third Perſon untg the firſt; For indeed 1 was 
ſick nigh to death, but God had mercy on me. 
This Texz naturally /þreaderh forth it ſelfe into two maine 
B boughes, 
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boughs,cach of which have three byanthes ſprouting 

Here is obſervable a Diſtreſſe, and a Deliverance; a 
Danger, and an Eſcape, an Afiftion, and a Liberation :- the 
former in thoſe words, He was ſick nigh to death; the latter in 
theſe, but God had mercy on him. 

In the Diftreſſe we have obſervable, the 

1. 2uality of the Danger what it was, in the word Sick. 

2. Extremity of the Meaſure, how great it was, in thoſe 
words nigh unto death. 

3. Eminency of the Perſon, whom it befel!l, inthe relative 
hee. 

In the Deliverance we have conſiderable, the 

I. Efficiency of the Author , by whom it was eonferred, 
in the Word God. 

2, The excellency of the Benefir, how expreſſed, in thoſe 
words had mercy on him. 

3.The opportanity of the Time, when vouchſafed,in the ex- 
ceptive byr. 

Theſe are the ſeverall Branches of this Zacred Tree, into 
which I have c/imbed by the Ladder of hamane induſtry, from 
which by the han4 of Divine alliſtance I have gathered,and by 
the ſame hand ſhall 'now /catrer among you ſuch F-git as 
hath refreſhed my «ze, and (1 hope through Gods bleſling) 
will nouriſh 30:7 ſoules; and ſo 1} begin with the | 

Diſtreſſe, He was ſick, nigh to aeath ; and therein the quality 
of the 42777 in that word ſich. 

The Phil:{ophcr, obſerving the property of mans conſtitution, 
defcribeth him by »i/i6:/e, to be a reaſonable living Creature, 
that hath the onely power of /aghing ; but the Divine con- 
tidering the miſery of mans eonatrrion no leſle, aptly chara- 

Pagituq; locum cterizeth him by fiebile, an unfortunate wretch, that hath the 
lugub-i complcr Moſt cauſe of weeping : In this reſpect it 1s not unfitly taken 
ut eguum'ft, eui notice of, how the new-born Babe commeth into the world 
torum mM VI cpying,as if by the /xnguage of its preſent tears, it would fore- 
rrſias ara? ſore TRE Es... 

zorum. Luc, 4 be facnefle of its future ſorrowes. AM 

Among thoſe many evi//s with which the /ife of man is be- 
ſet, this of fickmeſſe is oxe. 

Aug in Pſ.13t One to which 2/1 are ſubje&t, 9x75 non 4grotat in hac vita ? 
quis 
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fS: errotare offs Who in this-tife doth-not more or lefſe 
ralt of ckneſſe ? yea from the (aadle to the Crntch, Birth to 
Death, Wombe to the Tombe, we are cominwually liable to it. | 
One of which we may ſay, as Leah of Gad, A Trop com- Gen. 30.1r, 
meth, and to which that Devils name in the Goſpel! may fitly Mack 5, 9. 
be applyed Zegion : The Poer inſtancing in one Kind of diſeaſe, 
ſpeaketh of a 54nd of Feavers, 
Nova fſebrium, Horat 04. 3- 
T erris mcubuit Coors : 
And Galen reckoning up the diſeaſes to which oe part of 
mans body, the eye 1s ſubje&t ,, numbreth 112. how great omg 
an Army then muſt this Commander have, who begirteth this %© & ahoge>+ 
Caſtle of the Body in every part and corner, and that with nd 6 Fv7 05 
ſeverall Soldiers | No wonder if the holy tongue, as it cal- ###v/2%,#% 
leth men 22ND which ſignifieth dying men , becauſe *©** hate 
they are continually under the power of death, fo it ſtyles *Y75ac127 76- 
them ZWIN fekly men, becauſe they are expoſed to ſuch *595 9 547%”, 
variety of /ickneſſes. 6:00"'Y Se 
Finally ove which exceedeth all thoſe other miſerics of this £92057%117- 
preſent /;fe, what diſſention 15 ina City, diſcord ina Family, Pythag. Apo. 
ſurfetting to the Stomach, innorance to the Minde , that is 'f Jambl. 
ſickneſſe to the Beady, diſturbing and oppreſling it ; yea, it is ###9, 79 %= 
the worſt evill of cold, hr:xger, and nakedurſſe, of heat, thirſt, lon, 
and warmnes , that they haſffeu upon us ſickeſſe and % ®2gv74Tev 
death. | KXKGY 1 V9TOS 
 ThatI may the better open this diſtreſſe, give me leave to 4 ©5 #472299 
delineate it both in the effetts that low from 1t, and the cane 795 Thang 
trom which it loweth, TE Xfe5TA- 
There are to grievous attendants which fickneſſe come 79: Greg. 
1only bringeth along with her, namely paine and weakyeſſe ; Naz. Ora, 
by paine it taketh away the comfort of all enjoyments, even 19. 
of life it ſelfe; Barzi//as being old, ſaid to the King, (an thy 25:m 19.35, | 
Servant taſte what 1 eat, or what 1 drink? Can 1 heare any Tis he: un 
more the voice of ſinging men, aud ſinging women ?* wherefore mathe, inc 
[4 


evyaeuliny 
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ſum, mctus mor- 


ſhould thy ſervant be a burden tr my Lord the King ? NOT, {gtor corporks, 
much unlike may it be ſaid of the ck man, Ca# he eat, or can imermiſſio vo- 


he drinke ? Can muſich,, or any other pleaſures hen delight him, \uptats. 
B 2  whew Sen. Fp. 77. 
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it renderth life wncomfortable, To by reaſon of weakneſſe, un 
ſerviceable,diſenabling the body from the performance of any 

work: Alas,how can theC lock go when thezyeights are plucked 

off|or thezyatch move right,when thezyheels are out of order? 

Bath theſe ſad effects are fitly expreſſed by two 

words , the one in the Hebrew , the other in the Greek 

rongue, and it is the word which our Ap«/tle here uſeth. The 

Hebrew word-- W2  ſignifeth both dvlwirt and egretavit, to 

 bejick, and to be ſorry: well are they exfieliod by one 

word, {ince they commonly go together, both ſmarting paine 

int: *-4y,and dolorous angnfs in the Mind being cauſed by 

ſickzi[jc; in this reſpe& the "Eng/15 word diſeaſe, is very 

appoſire, becauſe it diſeaſeth and dijturbeth the perſon ; of this 

Pfat 6.233. Davidcomplained in his ſckneſſe,when he ſaith, Iy bones are 
wvexed, and my (oule 15 alſo ſore vexed. The Greek, word & diyw 

implyeth both egrorari, and imbecillem eſſe, to be ſick, and to 

Mat.917. Þeweak, and therefore the Nown of this Verbe 1s elſewhere 
Plal.z8.8, rendred i»firmity : this inconvenience likewiſe David found 
by his diſeaſe, when he ſaid, I am feeble, and ſore broken ; 
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Ruendo bes weaknes being the inſeparable concomitant of þchxes. 


" =—_- Meditations, Þ( I would to God )were more deeply imprinted 


fam exitu,criam 00 the mindeg of men,thoſe eſpecially,who put off their repey- 
2 medice/ium tance, and the Workzjng our of their ſa/vation till a ck bed, as if 
«Aione excluſus when they are in pain,they could repent with the more eaſe, or 
fariſemre jon when they are weakeſt,they were ſtrozg enough for this work : 
GE tviin Alas, doe you not know how fit ſuch a time is for a»y, but 
ns officim ccn- Much morea religious employment ? This no doubt is one 
ſor animus reaſon why Saint Fames, who in other affi;ttions adviſerh men 
Saly. ed Ec. to pray for themſelves, in ſickxeſſe counſelleth them to call for 
Carhel. lt. the Elders of the Church to pray over them, becauſe then for 
lank.ſ. the molt part they are «able to pray themſelves : in this re- 

ſpeR it was {asI have read) the ſaying ofa vertuous Genrle- 

woman upon her ſick bed, Ler none defer their preparation nor 
Langho;1's tun. their prayers unto the bed of their ſickneſſe, for then the minae is 
Sc:m. of M.s 100 mach troubled with grief of body to be employed, as they ought, 
Mary SWaMee ;, ſprritual exerciſe. Tell me, whoever thou art that delayeſt till 

4:5 time, how knowelt thou, but ſuch a /ick»eſs may ſeize upon 


thee 


x 


when he 1s a burthen'to hnmſet] And. by reaſon foaine_ 
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| Co 
hee as in a moment, may tate away thy /ife ? or ifnot, be- Puts Jew 1 
®reave thee of thy ſenſes 7 or it may be he that it is a// an fe 
thou cant do to wreſtle with the paine ; nay, let me tell thee, ſe decepis qui | 
for the moſt part ſuch procraſtinarors, when that time com- a : 
meth. either repent »ot at a// in their ſickyeſſe, or it proveth g 44 A 
but a ſickly repentance. Oh then (my Brethren ! ) be wie dan win fe. 
in time, doe not {ay the greateſt load on the feeb/eft horſe, wivivue afurgis 
put not the weakeſt ſervant to the hardeſt labour, put not _ Furs offi-i- 
off the maine buſineſſe of thy ſoules health to the dolefull crime —— yeh 
of thy bedzes fickneſſe. 4 lervitut; 
You have heard what fickxeſſe doth, or rather wwdceth ; it omnia corporis 
would not be amiſſe to enquire whence it came,and how it was & «ima ſub- 
brought into the world, Indeed (as (hri/t faith in another rr offici 
caſe) 5 was not ſo from the beginning. Man in innocency was - I 
created with a boay of ſo equall and laſting a remperatare, that Myr. 9 g. 
(had he not ſinned) it had neither been raken downe by death, Cum omnes ho- 
10r pat out of frame by fickneſſe. Sinne its which is fons MMa- Mine: velint per 
{;, morbs, mortts, hath brought in evill inſtead of good, death of 111m mn fire 
life, and ſickneſſe of health. The Phyſitian being asked the ray rar 
cauſe of Diſcaſes, anſwereth, and molt truly, mals humores, eo videmus cam 
evill humors in the body. But the Divine reſolveth it more ſec:ntum quod 
fully, mali mores, ill manners in the life. Phyloſophy teacheth, 4cſrderan adi- 
and FE xperience confirmeth it, that paſſtones anime ſequuntar _ _ - 
remperamentwm corporss; the mindes paſſions much follow the pos ITY 
bodyes temper. Divinity preacheth no leſle r-»ly, that the diſ- 
order of the body followeth upon the diſtemper of the minde ; 
Mans ſoxle was firſt fick of ſinne, and ſo the body becommeth 
infected with fekpeſſe for pune. It was the firſt ſinne of Adam 
which 6rovght forth, and it is our owne actuall finnes that 
»0#r/4 this degenerate Brar, wherewith wankinae is ſo mile- 
rably 5nfefted. 
A Meattation, which (if well pondered) would learne us to 
beare /ickneſſe whenſoever it commeth upon us without mur- 
muring, and yet with mourning. | 
1. Why ſhouldſt thou repine at God when any diſeaſe ſeizeth Nibil ef quod 
one thee > True, he isthe efficiext, but thou art the meritori- pag oo 
ou caule ; he 5»flifteth, bur it is {ne that deſerverh ; he puni- —_ i 
feeth, but it is not till thou haſt provoked him, blame not his no: calammnatum 
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gener fmt. g DE garment is bred of it; the Tree grveth life to that 7Porme 
2 Po grainy which 4;/leth 1t. Thy ſichneſſe, oh man, 1s of thy ſelfe, and thy 
ſed ipfi fucimus 0wne wayes and doings are they which procure theſe things to 
ut puniamur, thee, : 
id tbid. 2. When ſickneſſe ſmiteth thy body, let repentance ſmite thy 
Jcrem, 4.18. thigh; when the diſcaſe 7ageth in thy members, let thy ſcule 
be agry at thy ſinne, and as thou complaineſb.of the effett, ſo 
labor to be /e/eble of the canſe:voo& marSayoyin re35 78 avu- 
23:2) ſaith the'Divine excetlently,icknes 15 an wholſomeDiſcia 
#11::e,it 15 fo when it rteacherh us to know our folly. Happy diſeaſe 
winch opezerh our eyes at once fo /ee, and weep for our ſinnes ; 
Oh my /oule, it is ſinne hath cauſed thy boay to feele ſickneſſe, let 
feckrrjſe cauſe thee to feele the weight of ſinne ;, it is wickedneſſe 
hath brought this weakneſſe, let this weakneſſe bring thee to a 
ſight and ſenſe of thy wickedneſſe, why ſhouldſt thou hold that 
{word in thy hand, which hath ſo ſorely wounded it ? or hug that 
ſerpent in thy boſome, which hath ſo painfully ſtung thee ? rather 
ſrace the fruit # ſo bitter, pluck,up the root, ana let not ſin reigne 
any longer in thy mortal body ſeeing it hath maae thy body ſo mor- 
tal, And ſo much for the quality of the daxger:l paſs on to the 
Extremity of the meaſure , nigh unto acath. 
Morton omni Itis that, which in ſome ſenſe 1s true of every man alive, 
arzri emu this world is a re710n of Ghoſts, dying men, yea, yourg men in 
ren je (e149. the prime of their dayes, ſtrong men 1n the full vigour of their 
_—_ _—_— age,are 12h to death becaufe de.rth may then be neer to them. 
en preps avs. The Phils/cpher being asK'd what he thought of /ife, rury'd 
bis eredivize effc him rorund and varifked out of fight, thereby intimating, how 
meric”,49%0 eaſily and ſpeedily life may be taken _ and ſome of them 
Pn Daveno lefle truly than aptly repreſented the diſtance between 
ts ke Wir 's lifeand death by ocxls, apertins and clanſus, aneye open and 
04: nom n;/, ſhut, which is done ina moment. But though this in ſome 
Sen Fp & 0. reſpect be verified of all men, yet it is more eſpecially true of 
Tres {ot 1:4 two ſorts of perſons, to wit, old men, and fiek men, finte o/d 
Fes of p "2 Age lS 143Q- quail) A naturall diſeaſe, anda diſcaſe 1s yigas 
1 Aus, caſus £19717 /1Toy An accidentall old age, both muſt needs tend and 
nuiat mortem Haſtc tO death. | 
Lat tem, in firmitns ofa enicm, feroffus preſcruiem, Hrg» ds, $, vitt, de wuaufi, An, 


noftrarumau- 1xyſtice, but thank thy owne wickedvueſſe, AFoth that frees "Me 
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v7 is for 2 {men, k w—_ fo wogh t | th, that the Proverbe Nibil habe 
aith, they have one foot in the grave, young men may dye ſoon, 14 Feree 
but they canmet live long ; the dimneſſe of light in their eyes, | r_— 
and vapors that ſometimes are drawne up into their braines, yen. Ep.30 
argue the $-» of their /ife ro be ſetting, the hoary fro#?, or QLuemedmotum 
rather white /»ow upon their heads, proclaimes that the winter /(1Fus adole- 
of their de.arhs is approaching. The more ſtrange it 1s toſce pans. 
them doting on, who are going ont of the world, and as if they ,,, Gree 44s 
could ſet up under ground,their minaes are moſt earthly whileſt pc jereneim mo« 
th-ir bodies are ready to drop into the earth - the more /ad it rior dixit Ale» 
is to think how both «xwilling and wnfit they are to aje, who ** _ line 
yet are ſo anlikely to live; and as if with the Eagle they could '," 
renew their youth, they flatter themſelves in hope of life, when ,,,-4;1 dixir 
yet they are as it were within {gt of death ; how ſhort are Pemonax ſencx 
ſuch men of that heathen Seneca, who faid of himſclfe, ante ſc- pro cane, innue 
nefFutem curavi bene wivere, in ſenett ute bene mori, my care v4” / eneNutens 
in youth was to live, but in o/d age to die well, then no Gout Many ' y- _- 
perceiving his death to be at hand. 6. a6 
As od men, be they never ſo well, ſo ſick men, by they ne- ,3; t5, ye 
ver fo young, are nigh to death; what Anacharſss ſaid of Sea- 354; «, 5 y2- 
men, that he knew not whether to reckon them among the ,,;;,,,, 35; 
living or the dead, 15 no leſle true of /ich, men, who indeed are Cra:. 
net dead, becauſe they breath, and yet not living becauſe not Antiph, = 
luſty; every man carrieth death in his beſome, but the ck man FRG wy 
at his backs, or rather in his armes betore tus face. yo — Pay 
In ſumme there is a three-fold p opinquity 6f death, poſſivle, tia, ſenibus 
probable, certaine ; it is poſſible the healthieſt , ſtrongeſt, and vio cuntth 
youngeſt may dye quickly; it is certaine old men (though they Pay 
out-hive far younger) cannot live long ; and it is probable that ,* me nn 
the {ck mans aeath 1s 4t hand. dar Cypr. de 
Bur yet ths in the proper ſenſe is not trwe of all fickneſſes, 12,2bul. (ac. 
that diſtinftion of ſinne cannot hold in Divinity, according to eguln39; m4- 
the Popiſh accepuon, that ſome are veriall, others mortal, Tear maerss 
lince S. Paul faith indefinitely,and meanerh it uiniverſally,that &5;y 5 2 ay- 
death is the wages of /ia,but Analogically it is true in Phyſick of Tis 5 Ut viaggr 
diſeaſes ; ſome are onely painfull, others mortall, the Gout M {pn Tis vp 
the Toe, a painin the Teeth, aprick yn the ' Finger ; theſe, rancorles 73 
though they caule pain, yet are #14 in their owne nature dead- 7435. 
ly, Diog laer:.l.1, 
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Beſides, of mortall diſeaſes there is a difference, ſome are 
a long time »xutwiſting, others in a ſhort time cr aſunder the 
thread of life : thus the Dropfie 15 a great while in drowning, 
the Palſie in ſhaking downe, and the Conſumption in drying up 
the body, whileſt the Feaver ina few dayes burneth, and an 
Apoplexie, or Apoſteme in a few homres ſuffecate it. 

And yet once more in violent diſeaſes, there is a difference, 
we do not ſay of every man whom a Feaver ſmiteth, that he 
is preſently nigh to death ; whileſt the body is = 
Phyſick proſperous, we account the paiient hopefull ; but thoſe, 
p in whom the wvirx/ency of the diſeaſe ſo farre prevaileth, as 
valet Vbeg- that both the ſtrength of Nature, & kill of Art ſeem wnable to 
Teia 747% orapple with it,are only and juſtly looked upon as nigh ro death. 
Tear. Such, no doubt, was Epaphreaitus his caſe, tor though 
2 (a ſome conceive this danger might ariſe from ſtr;pes and ſcour- 
Foſuezquis 8&5, Which Nero ſhould command to be 3nflited on him at 
#erberarus eſt ab Rome, yet it is more rationally and generally concluded, that 
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mfitelibus m ſome violent ſickneſſe, by reaſon of a long forrny, had ſeized 


_— upon him ; and though it is /ikely this good man was not neg- 
CAM, IN 


be lEb ylolt ligent (according as ability and opportunity was afforded) to 
"x APY uſe meanes, yet the diſeaſe did ſo increaſe, that as to life his 
cordition was deFþerate, and therefore S. Payl ſaith of him he 
ws nigh unto death. 
Humarz {-uze- To this low and weake eſtate is Ged pleaſed many times to 
Ine:h nimi2in brjzo men among others, chiefly for a double end, and that he 
+ 10S agg may mnde them . of thei raiſſo/ution , and quicken them in 
Qu.Curt, |. 4. their devotion. 
dz Sulv 3a; Ofall things we are very prone to forget our latter end, 
2: £5215; 2nd therefore God by ſicknefſe puts us in minde of it, we are 
11» Z2:- Apt oo put death farre from us, and therefore by ſome grievous 
© I diſeaſe Gd bringeth us nighto death; a preſumption,we ſhall not 
Greg Naz. dye yer, maketh us not think of dying t all, and whileſt yar- 
70w 15 iN our boxes, coloxr in our faces appetite in our ſtomachs, 
ſtrength in ougojoynts, healrh in our beayes, we eaſily perſwade 
our ſelyeswe ſhall not dye yer; no mervaile,it to fixe our efes 
upon the G-ave, God chaſten us with paine wpon our my ſo 
| that 
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tt 


OO tt ar Art ak. ys EE 2 
' that onr life abhorreth bread, our fleſh conſumeth away, and our lob 3.18.19, 
ſaoule draweth neare to the grave, It was the confeſſion of Ale- —_ —_ 
xander, when let blond with an arrow: All men call me 1 © 7 © 
Jupiters Sonne, but this wound proclaimes me 4 mortall man : ginifim) ju- 
and yet more divine was that of Antigonus, who acknow- ras me _ 
ledged his diſeaſe to be ſent as a Aomtor , leik otherlviſe he Jovis efſe fli 
might have growne i»ſo/ent through the forgerfylacſſe of mor- m_— ——_ 
rtality. Sickneſſes eſpecially, when defþerate, are warning prices m4 mar, 
to tell us the mardering peice of death is ready to deſtroy, every Sen. Ep. 59. 
ach tolls the Belt, but theſe, as it were, dig the grave, and cry *Av7iyoyG& 
duFt to duſt ; and good reaſon itis, that, when we caſt the yogigong 5- 
thought of death behinde our backs, death it ſelfe ſhould by #4, zo) y& 
theſe diſeaſes looke us.in the face,and as it were, pluck us by the 24y, vntunyes 
throat. yoo nudes nh 

2. In health we are no leſſe apt to forget God than our ſelves, yea jail wie 
but fickreſſe mirdeth us of him, in profferity perhaps WC ya gegroy ws 
mumble over a Pater Noſter, but adverſity teacheth us tO cry Zyras foyrys. 

Abba Father : Lord, faith the Prophes, in trouble have they Plat, Apoth. 
viſited thee, they who before were ſtrangers, now would bee 
familiar with Ged, and give hima vijit; they poured out a 
prayer when thy chaftening was upon them, it may be before 
they did (ay a prayer , but now they poure out A prayer. 

Though man by the formation of his b:dy be made with an 
ereft countenance, yet he ſeldome looks up to heaven till ſome 

diſeaſe hath laid him upon his back; nor yet many times will a 
ſight ſickneſſe prevaile : God promiſeth himlelfe concer- px, 5 ut. 
ning his people, in their affliftion they will ſeeke me early, but Luk. 8, 43. * 
for the moſt part it proveth otherwiſe ; ubi deſinit meascres, 165 Luk. 15. 16: 
incipit T heologus, the Divine's work begins not with many till 65 Tis Jai- 
the Phyſcrian's 1s done, it is /ate enough not to ſeeke God till L2w5 72 xige 
affiiction comes, and yet we ſeeke God not early, but late in I & Gi mes 
affiiction. The weman in the GeFfpell ſick of a bluudy Iſſme, w;yhv evrvs 


IC..26, 16, 


goeth not to Chriſt till ſhe had Spcxr all (and that to no pur- nyay4 nala- 


poſe) wpen Phyſitians, the Prodigall thinketh not of going eav. Chry/. 

home to his Father, till he 1s we, ſo low, that he would in P/al.119. 

faine be fed with husks, but canner get them : nor doe many xe4s 41- 

lift up their eyes or hazds to heaven,till they are ſcarce able to S47x4 xy 

lift up ether, Indeed neceffiry is an excellent AMdiftris, eſpeci- dus7o5,Snid. 
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10 Mercy OP WEST. 
ally of Devorion : Moſt mens ; t Xt pr till they mf, ir 
miſery, which like fonahs f:/>, puts them upon humble /p- 
plication, wh6o never thught of God under the gourd of Pro$pþe- 
rity. In which reſpect, that Latine Proverb was not taken up 
without juſt cauie, 23 neſcit orare, diſcat navigare; he that 
knoweth not how to pray , let him turne Marimer : and no 
doubt thoſe violent fformes which make the Seas to roare, will 
Dr. Jer.T ay. teach him to pray. When thoſe young Perſian gallants being 
Sermon. beaten and purſued by their exemies, came to the River 
Ti kciy ix Strymon, which was fo frezen that their Boats could not 
bao is Iannch,and yet it began to thaw, ſo that they feared the Ice 
571.5; 2594 Would not beare them, then (though the day before they re- 
_ chualE-, eilcd both God and his providence) moſt timorowſly they fall 
22 2ro 75; upon their faces, and ardextly beg of God that the River 
EET might beare them over from their enemyes purſuit, The ſmart 
Yd xaoSins, laſors Of Gods rod drive them home, and draw them zeare to 
x im, who before were farre from bim. 
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ytte dry The Greekes aptly expreſle the acclining eſtate of a King- 
Barfouirir aome by Te9Gy as youv falling upon the Knee, and its reined 


tryes x; cv eltate by Te" £15 c4uz falling upon the Afonth ; expreſſions, 
ae. Chryſe- which though they principally reterre to the conditzon, yet 
in P/al.129. withall intimate the 4;/-7t507 of men in an affifted condition, 
, ** ..._ they whoſe kxces in health were like Elephants, without joynrs, 
me F. pt could not, or rather would not bend, in ſickyeſſe fall upon 

their kxees, nay, when nieh to death, fall upon their wonthes 
"+0 1 in humble a4ration and earneſt invocation upon God. And for 

| theſe cauſes, that men may both looke ferward to their end, 
and ;-pward to their God ; heis pleaſed to bring them dqwne- 
ward, aimoſt to the Gates of Death, and Chambers of the 
Grave. 

To end this, let us all make account of, and prepare for 
Fraights.In health, exp=& ſithreſſe, in ſickneſſe looke for death, 
or to be brought nigh toit. Diſeaſes may come xnſent for, 
let them not come &x/o0k'd for ; if they happen not, thou arc 
not the worſe, and it is labour well loft ; if they doe, thou art 
the better fitted, and it 15 time well ſpent. Doe not flatter thy 
{elfe in health, as if the mountaine of thy body - were ſo ſtrong 
that ut could not be moved: Alas, one blaſt from heaven can- 

not * 
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Beauty, 
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-n0% onely move, but remove, Sake, but overrurneit, rather 
even then'when thou art fed with fat paſtures, cleare waters, 
thy T able ſpread, thy Cap full,thy Body hayle, often thinke 
of walking through the valley of the ſhadow of death : Happy is Þ(al, 23.4; 
that man, whom when ſckyxeſſe arreſteth, and dearth approa- 
cheth to, can ſay, and ſay it truly, Thas w no more then what 1 
have looked and provided for all my dayes. And io much be ſpo- 
ken of the ſecond particular, paſs we now to the third. 

3. Emimency of the perſon, whom this extreame 4i/ce/c be- 
fell in the relative He. If you would know who this He was, 
be pleaſed to caſt your eyes on the 25. verſe of the Chaprer, 
where you finde his ame to be Epaphroaitus, one that was not 
onely a good Man, but a Man of God, not onely a Servant, bur 
a Mini#ter of Chriſt, and one ſo eminent, as that Saint Pay/ i9id. 
dignifies him with the 21t1es of his Brother, and Comparion,and 
fellow-Souldier ; and yet of him it is here ſaid that he was xigh 
#:nto death. 

| Saints as well as ſinners, Miniſters as well as the People, 
are /iable to deſperate diſeaſes. In reſpe& of remporall evills - 
they have no more privi/edge than others : And no wonder, 
fince 

7. That which isthe caſe both of fckneſſe and death, re- 
mainerh in them, to wit, fiwne : Indeed the power of ine is . 
weakened, therefore they cannot be hurt of the ſecond death, Prceatum ſept- 
but the be5g of it remaineth, and /that neceſſitateth the firſt; —— _ 
they are ſo freed from the gx1/t of it, that they ſhall not ra#e ,,, pans i 
the torments of hell, but yet they may drinke deepe of the miſc- porcft,doner tibes 
ries Of this /ife : finne will not leave the beſ# man till it hath remur « corps! e, 


: : : ; B-rn.de3.in . 
_ him to his grave, well may it bring him to his ſick.” Pa an ann 


Ver. 2). 


2. In reſpe&t of their beaily conftitution, they are earthly 
houſes, that will moulder away, till atlaſt they fall : earthen 
veſſels ſubjet to flawes and cracks, till at length they 
breake. The Saints are the Sonnes of God by grace, but ſtill the 
Sonnes of Adam by nature,the Miniſters are Angels in reſpect $ 
of their office, but ſtill they are Mex in regard of their per- 
| ſons, and being of the fame moxld, and ſubjeRt to the ſame 


| dangers with others. 
. C2 3.More 
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it 5 14;4u4- 3. More ſpecially, the very cm 
vO- Tos war Fters 1s ſuch, as exhauſteth their i 1s, weARFaeth TOC Pod -# 
bnroc dvrey and accelerateth both diſcaſes and deith : our Apoſtle ſaith of 
$esTai Tor Epaphrodit.that for the work of (hriſt he was nigh to death; v.30. 
yeicoy, x, 3 the worke he there meaneth is moR probably conceived to be 
Stenra, ty The travelling of this good man to Rome, with ſupplyes for 
Tint 1dis as b1s wants, (to relieve a Chriſtian , eſpecially a Meſſenger of 
On7445 "" Chriſt, is the work of Chriſt) but ir is no lefle true of the wsrke 
LTHeETO. of ( brift ,vobuch 1s peci:liarly the Ainiſterslince the pains they 
Occumen.ib. take in preaching,ott times Chriſt brings them »igh ro death. It 
Cau{s morbi ju- Was ſaid of Archimeaes ſtudits quibus ebtinuit famam amiſit vi- 
it ramia dili- tam, the Studies which got him creait loſt his life; andit may 
genmiam men hejaidot many AMinſters, the faſtings, watchings, labours 
_—_ pag preachings, by which they profic the peoples ſoules, hurt their 
def.nderdi mes bodyes. Thus like the candle they waſte themſelves that they 
cau{4, m vigittis might en/ighthen,yea, like the ſalt they drſſolve themſelves that 
jj@ono, lucub'4- they mav /caſcn others. 
$.cubas, KG 1 Yinaily, God hath choice and ſingular exds at which he 
arg  . aimeth, when he bringeth his owne Servants or Miniſters into 
oye ſuch detperare ſickreſſes, and that beth, in regard oi /inne and 
$1 K4KGTH- £- " 
Sp" YACE. 
G4 £72 1.1nregard of their ſizes, that they may be either p#r7ed 
647% 645 LA- : of Re : A 
or prevented, by which means their ſickneſſe becomes their 

Phyficke, and the /1alady it felfe a fpirituall remedy. It may 
15 £259 be they have fa//ez into lome greſſe ſinne, and therefore they 
«371544 7" fallinto fome grievors ſickneſſe : SO was it with thoſe anwer- 
£99 194790 thy Communicants, concerning whom Saint Pax! ſaith, for 
es. Greg. which eruſe many of them were weake, many fic , and ſome ſlept. 
N44. O74: jt may be God lecth them prone to commit ſome hainows fault 
19. which he 7e/traizerh them trom by ſome dolorous fickneſſe, as 
2 Cor.i1!'.3O "7 > > 
SCat v3 7, S. Pau! had 4 Price 24 bus fieſh that he might not be puffed up 
11 11:5 -4zae . 10 Gea 1onietimes wernds his Servants bodyes, as 
we dd! 5c ets knowmg,that otherwiſe they would have wownded their conſur 
audeTiat re EET: BP + 

AS 2. In reſpe& of their graces, that the rruth of them may be 
tread, the att, of them renewed, and the ſtrength of them en- 
creaſed. God hath many wayes to rry men, among which ſick: 
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['y *Dev3t; by b in the loſſe of wiity x &y- 
is Catrell, Servants, and Children, he obtaineth licence tO TiSo915 inp 
inflict ſores upon his body, making this his /aſt (as accounting » 715 Si xa- 
it his fierce?) onſet. Indeed then is the eral of a mans faith, ads & pauney 
when God leemeth as if he would ſlay him, of his hope when all igyaou7at 71 
things are deþerate, of his /ove when God frowneth upon, nay «at rogugn wi 
beateth him, of his patience when the paize is ſharp, of his 3ogudn3is. 
courage when the ſorrowes of death compaſſe .him, of his perſe- © bryl.T.7. de 
verance, when he holds faſt his integrity to the aeath. a & Med, 
To cloſe up this, let it be a leſſon of comfort, of charity, and _ _ poll 
of diligence. care poſte, in ſ4- 
1. Of comfort, when any ſic*neſſe ſeizeth on thee, remem- !lurem fl gellar 
ber whoſe lot it hath been as well as :/51s, and be not diſcoura- cs mfirmnare 
ged. When Chr;ft would encourage bis Diſciples againſt /xf- "RT, ne pece 
ferings,he uſeth this argument, for /o perſecuted they the Prophets ,,;;* fr So w” 
which were before you ; Mat. .11. it 1s that meditation which may Languoribus a4 
revive us when we are in pain and nuſery,ſo it fared with others ſaluzem, quam 
of Gods faithfull ones before me. That argument of Eliah indeed !e7arere in.0. 
was ſomewhat paſſionate, 1 King.19.4. It i enough now, O Lord, _— _ 
take aVtay my life, for 1 am not better than my Fathers; but it 15 @ v, qo li. 
prows reaſoning for every Chriſtian to ſay,l am content Lord,if cap. 46, © 
thou take away my health, exerciſe me with diſeaſes, I ans not Probationes di- 
better thaw Job, David, Hezekiah, Epaphroditus, and others alan. 
of thy faithfull Servants and Minifters; who am I, that I ſhould _ 
think much to pledge thoſe holy men of God, thongh in a bitter new, __ amiſe 
Cup ? fone charorum, 
2. Of Charity, and that both to thy /«/fe and —_— alta per damum 
1. Condemmne not thy ſelfe as if Ged hated thee, becauſe he ——_—_ 
corretts thee, or as if he were more angry with thee than others, jj en 
becauſe he chaſtiſerh thee more ſeverely then them. Indeedit.;.,, 2: 
oh - : facie 
15 good 10 4 11me Of fickneſſe to reflett upon thy /elfe, examine ,,, ; 
thy wayes, and it corſcieace accuſe of lome great miſdemea- ;, , cove 
nour,to hamble thy ſelte, and ackzowledge thy diſcaſe the juſt axed of 
reward of thy offence, but otherwiſe, do not conclude thy Pg 
owner guilt or Gods hatred meerely from the premiſſes of ſick: "of, nb oth 
neſſe, though virulent. Soies eds 
2. Cenſgere not others as if they were therefore the worſt of > an; 
| Gagnos, 
liners, becauſe in their bodyes the grea:ef ſufferers. This is Chry(T.4. de 
C3 (indeed) Morb. &Med, 
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(indeed) that hard meatune® ich Code people” nnd Afimfers = 

N often meet with : When-the Barbarians law a Viper upon © 
nM a, Paul's hand, they preſently condemned him as a mwrtherer 
al. 38.13, | : : - 
2m prapo- And David com plaineth of his exemies, that when he was ſick , 
feerum judicium they ſpake miſchievous things againſt him : nay fob's friends 
corwm quiex (though good men) were deceived with this fallacy, and ac. 
vari matic qui- coſe Fob of hypocriſte becauſe of his calamity. And rhxs it. is 


—_ 


—— [co Bl ſill, If a zealous Chriftian, or faithfull Afiniſter be wsfited 
dodtores ecclefie With a dolefull ickneſſe, his Religion muſt be vo better than 
laborare-non- Diſſim»ulation, and his Detrine Hereſe : But ſurely 4t is either 
nunguam ſolent, 170 ance, or Malice, Or both, that filleth mens mouthes with 
1 rag ch eenſures. | 

& ſeluejudj- Tt i5 true, there never was ſickneſſe without ſinne, but the 


cere,Zanch in ſickyeſſe is not alwayes proportioned to the ſinne : theſe things 
Loc. come alike to all, was the wiſe mans Obſervation, nor doth 
Bcclel.9. 2. ,y ſickneſſe befall any man which may not befall the beff man. 
Phal- 21-20% 7 know ſome afſert a Saine to be Plague-free, grounding it 
upon the Premiſe in the Palme, that no plague ſhall come nigh 
his dwelling : But you muſt know, this is onely a temporal 
Promiſe, and therefore (as indeed all ſuch) hath a double con- 


dition annexed unto it. The one ex parte per/one,on the Saints 
part, which is to wake the Lord, even the muſt high, his habita- 
2504 ; if then good men,in peſts/ent;all rimes, through a diſtruſt- 
full feare, make the Crearares their refwge , no mervalle if 
the plague infet them and their dwellings. The other ex parre 
res, in regard of the thing it ſelfe, which is onely aſſxred lo far 
as it may make for Gods glory and his Peoples benefit. We read 
in the former part of the tenth verſe there ſhall no evill befall 
him, whereby is intimated that the p/agze ſhall not then 
eome nighto, when it is evill for a good man, but if at any 
time God ſee it good, either for the manifeſtation of his owne 
glory (to wit, of his j#ftice in ſo ſeverely puniſhing his owne, 
of his power and mercy in delivering from 1o deadly a diſcaſe) 
or for the ſpirituall advantage of his people ( in humbling 
them for ſome ſcandalous ſinne by lo ſmart 4 chaſti/ement, in 
exerciſing the ſtrength of their patience by ſo ſore a rryall) 
»ot the holieſt perſon is in ſuch caſes exempted from the plagae, 


- Nor iS it improbably conceived that feb's botches, _ ls 
yieS« 
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tor which reaſon perhaps it is here laid, God had mercy ; Mat 


15 


 aetads fores we | dferons from , if not 
ad\ropether the ſame with the 5 Sane WAS YEE all of them were 
choice and eminent Saints. Oh then,let us take heed how we lay 
the load of heavy cenſure upon the backs of Gods Miniſters and 
Servants. | 

3. Of diligence, that . 

1. e whoare Minifters, tmprove the time of our bealrh 
in feeding the flocks of Cbrift, ſince when ſickneſſe cometh, we 


| ſhall be d;/enab/:d from our employments : nay perhaps we 


that have ra»ght others, may then have need to /earne our 
les. 

4 Tow who are the People, get all the good you can from us, 

whileſt we are in a capacity of d9;ng good to you, ere long the 

Canal of our lives may burne 4imwme by reaſon of ſome ſick- 
neſ[e,yea, be b/owne out by death, and then we can zo longer 

give /ight unto you. Oh therefore walte in the /ight whule 

you have it, be willing to /earne while we are able to teach, 

4ccount our labours precious, and let them be profitable to you, 

whileſt God maketh us able to beitow them among you,which 

we ſhall not be, when that befa//s us which did Epaphrodities 

in the Text, to be ſick nigh unto death : And ſol have given 2 

_— to the firſt generall, namely the aiſtreſſe : Il now pro- 

cced to ot 

2. The deliverance, and therein the Gen. parr, 
I. Efficiency of the Author,God. Indeed both life and death, 
health-and fickaeſs, are in Geds hayd : That of the Poet, 
Una cademq; manus vulnns opemg; tulit, Ovid, 

may 1n this reſpect be fitly made uſe of ; the ſame hard of Di- 

vine Providence is that which makerth and cloſeth the wound : 

He killeth, and maketh alive, he bringeth downe to the grave,and « Sr 
bringeth up, lo.lingeth Haunah. 1 forme light, and create dark- "I" 
neſſe, 1 make peace, and create evil , 1 the Lord due all rh) Io,45-7. 
things, is Goas owne ſaying by the Prophet. Thy head cannot 

ake without his /eave , nor leave akgng without his help ; bur 
though 4-th are from him, yet with ſome a:fference. Of ficknes, 
he is onely the efficient, finze is the meritorioys cauſe. Of health 
he is ſo the eſfi;zewr, as that his mercy is the smpy/ſove cane, 


which 


be. i 
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which moverh hin {BW hich helps 

< power. K LEO INS > OS -—_— | 
gunt aliqus me- Trueitis, God 1s for the moſt part pleaſed to make »/e of 
dia divire pro- weanes in effeting health, but this ariſeth from the greatxeſſe 


; —_ _ i of hus goodreſſe, not any defeit in his Almightineſſe, as Aquinas 


reurks, fed PIEDILY- ; 
RI That he needeth nor meanes, appeareth in as much as he 


tiam ſue bonizz- ſometimes worketh without any. Such were the Cures Chrift 
th, ut digniie- wrought upon Peters Wives Mother, the Centurions Ser- 
tem cauſattats 1.,:t, and the Impotent Cripple, whom his ord oneiy reſto- 
etiem creaturis ww 
communicee, Tedto health. Nay many times the meanes he uſeth are 5m- 
Aquin. part x. probable,yea,of their owne nature apt to produce a contrary ef- 
q. 10,ait 3, feRt. What vertue could there be in the waters of fordan to 

' Luk-4.35.7.10. cleanſe N.aamans leproſie ? or in the lump of figgs to heale 
—_— p Hezekiah's ſores ? yea, the Spirrle .and Clay which Chri## 
Ifa. Ws. * madeuſe of, were more likely to put out a ſeeing than recover a 
lohn 9.6. blinde mans eyes. 

He ftandeth »ot in need of meanes ; but the moſt probable 
meanes ſtand i» need of him. It is tO put hononr on the creature 
that God vouchſafeth to uſe it as an i:ſframent , and when the 
creature becometh an inſtrument of any goed, it 15 onely as in 
the haxd of Ged, working with, and by it. For, tell me, when 
any are recovered, who 1s it .that put the medicinal quality 
into the drygs which heale them, but the God of Nature ? who 
giveth that wit and s4;// ro man which fizderh our their qaals- 
tyes, and accordingly maketh wſe of them, but the God of 
K nowleage ? Finally, who is it that commands a bleſſing up- 

- on, and giveth ſucceſſe to the meanes, but the God of Power ? 
Han liveth net by bread onely, nor is the Patient cured by 
Phyſick, onely, or chiefly, it is a word proceeding from the month 
»f {7:4 that maketh the ove effectuall for continuation, and the 
other for reſtauration of health. 
To apply this in a three-fold admonition : F 
I. Art thou wicked ? As thou defireſt health to be preſer- 
ved, or renewed, make thy peace with God by repentance : 1t is 
the ground upon which the Few; Converts mutually exhort 
Hol.6.1, each other to this duty, Come let us returne unto the Lord, for 
be hath torne, and he will heale us, he hath (mitten, a Spend 
| ns inde 
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' binde us wp,though it be that indeed, which God out of his Ph 
lanthropie fometimes vouchſafeth, yer it is a fond preſumption prefirintiio jy 
for any to expe that he ſhould be a Phyſctian to them who ».5,qu7 percu; 
are enemies to him. Me thinks an »ngodly wretch ſhould et nw rum mor. 
imagine that God Speaketh to him in-the werds of the Prophet, ob fl'gere; tun 
when thou cryeſt let thy companions deliver thee z- Or, as he 1a:ch ory TIO 
to the children of Hracl, when they committed Icolatry, Gee © = 
and cry untot he Gods which you have choſen , the lutts which 15.57.10 
you have ſerved, /er them deliver you in the time of | 0117 triSu- Tu'ges to, x4, 
lation. Had that accs/ation of Ralfrakeh been true, his ar- '14, 36. 7. 
gumentation was ſolid, when he ſent that meſſage to. Heezrkiah, 
But if then ſay to me, we truſt in the Lord onr- God, 15 it n1t hee, 
whoſe high Places, and whoſe Altars Hezekiah hath taken 4- 
way ? And ſurely the conſcience ofa wicked man (if not ſeared) 
cannot but check, himiin the hke expretlions, 7#/1/t rhou ſay / 
truſt in God for health, or recovery ? Is it not he whoſe Name 
thow haſt blaſphemed, Patience thou haſt abuled , and Wor- 

ſoip thou haſt negletted ? Be 'wiſe theretore, oh ye ſenners, 
and inſtrutted ye wicked of the earth ! make him your friend 
who muſt be your refwge , - offer the ſacrifice of righteouſ- 
veſſe, and then, not till then, pur your truſt in the Lord, 

Yeur fe, your health isin his hards; looke that your at- 
ings be right, and then your perſoxs hall bee precio in his 
eyes. | 

2. Art thou ſick ? learne whom to inwocate, and on whom /#, ##1744 ” 
to depend for health, upon no other than Gd. 1% Thy &- 

Far be it from any of us in fichneſſe (with Saxl in d.rnger)to 742291, 

11 to the Pythomiſe, and ſech._ help of the Devill. Satan s beſt 7"5 4552025 
eres are deadly.wonnas ; it 15 far better to continue” ſick, then *'f 45524149 
by /xch meanes to ger health. Sincewhillt thymortall body is #47477 76% 
for atime reſtored, thy. ummortall ſox/e 1s deſperately. endam- #2) 98 9:- 
gered. 7 CF T#)TH yeugs 

Nor yet let us with the Papiſts ſeeke to any Saints as Me- 04195) 1278- 

diatoxrs with God for our recovery. Whileſt They have their Gaa4n2 j 

ſeverall Saints for (everal Diſeaſes; Sebaſtian for the «8#angyy. 

Plagre, Anthony tor the Ganyreen, Patroxslla for Agues, and Chryſ. T.7, 
Bene-itt for the Stone : Let us have recof-ſe to the one Gadin 4e Morb, + 
all Diſeaſes. Whilſt they thinke it too great ſaxcineſſe p Med. *; 
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Luke 4.23» 


ey” . + A wel "B-+ < 


be their owne ſpokes-m 10 Fod a | 50 to 
ſemeboay to preferre their Petitions for them : . let us þ 

the beſt, manners tO go our ſelves of our ewne errands to God, 
not doubting but that he, who bids us come, will bid us wel 
Come. 

Finally, let us not tread in A/a's foot-ſteps , who ſought 
net to the Lord, but tothe Phyſitians ; nor yet let us cread Anti- 
podes to him in ſeeking tothe Lord, and not to the Phyſitians, 
whileſt he affeards them : but as Gideon commanded hus Soxl- 
diers to Cry, the ſwerd of the Lord, and of Gideon ; fo let us 
ever {ay, the bleſſing of the Lord, and the hill of the Phyſitian, 
Indeed where opportwnity is vouchſafed, thoſe re mult not be 
ſevered. God will not »ſwally help without meanes, and there- 
fore they muſt be ſea; the meanes cannot poſſibly help with- 


: ct God; and therefore in the «ſe of them his bleſſing muſt 


be ir:plored. They are equally bad to negleft and to reſt on 
fecond cauſes, to expect fuccour either {rom them originally , 
or without them inſtrmentally, to rely on God without meanes, 
or trutt to nzranes without God. Surely, what the King ſaid to 
the womdn, if the Lord doe nit help thee, whence ſhall I help 
thee ? that all crearrres ſay tous in any diſtreſſe, If the Lord 
help not, whenc ſpall we ? except the Lord build the houſe, they 
labour tn vaine that build it, except the Lord keep the City, the 
watchman watcheth but in vain, faith the P/almiſt. Indeed he 


Goth not ſay guia, becarſe the Lord buildes the houſe, but #i/,, 


as excluding /#mz2re diligence : but except the Lord build, 
thereby inctuding divize providence * rior doth he onely ſay, 
ifs d-minns conlerſerit, cdjuverit, but niſt easficarerit, cuſtce 
dicrit, rnleſſe the Lord canſent, (a word which onely :mplyeth 
his il) or wrl(ſc.4he Lord. b-lp, which extendeth to any 
kinde of a/;tarce (the meaneft thing that concurreth to any 
work,being cau/a adjuvans, an auxil*ary cauſe) bur vxlcſſe the 
1 ord build and keep, which imply the concurrence of his power, 
as weil as will, and that as the principall agent in the buzl- 
ding and keeping ® the ſame aſſertion 15 »o leſſe rrue in this 
pre(-nt cale, except the Lord heale the patient, the Phyſotin ad- 
mniſtreth but in vaine. Heal thy ſelf,is only rrue of chat Phyſitr- 
a», to whom it was ſpoken : no other Phyſitian can of himſelt 
\ enher 
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felfe Of ofbers. 7 ang Ft Rex, Sauat te Dens, 
was no leſſe rr/y than humbly ſpoken when the Roya/! rouch 
was given , The Kizg toucheth thee, God cureth thee. It 1s {0 
here, the Phyſitian preſcribes the medicine, but God by that 
commands health. Oh therefore that Phyſitians in :dmint- 
ſtring, patients in receiving, would onely depend upon, and /ze 
for divine Bened.Qion, when the one writes a recipe with h:is 
5, WI per, let him pray with his heart; when the other receiverh the 
/. © potion into his ſtomach, let him /ift »p his eyes to Gd, who Exod.15.55, 
us Y faith of himſelfe, I aw» the Lord that healeth thee. 
” 3. Art thou recovered ? know whom to praiſe, and to 
be & whom to 4/cribe the care : could the ingredients of thy meadi- 
e- © cine ſpeak,each would fay of health,as the depths and the Seas, Tob 28.14. 
þ- BY of wiſdome, It is not in me : It 1s, Iam ſure, the worce of all 
it WU pros Phyſttians, non nobrs, not tous (oh man) not tous, but to Peer 5. 1; 
n i Godbe the praiſe of thy recevery. And therefore whilit the 

Athei#t looketh no further than nature and art, let the Chri- 
s, WI #4» look higher at God and his bleſingand as he mult not tor- 
'0 get that reſpect which is dxe to the Phyſetian,as the Inſtrument, 
/p IF fo let the chiefeft honour be given to God as being the prexct- 
d FF palefficient. The truth is, for the moſt part, ſuch is our foo , | 

, | R quols- 
y li/oneſſe, that whileſt we fix our eyes upon the bleſſings we makpnany 
je MW receive,we turne our backs upon the God that beſtoweth them, ad ea que fecis, 
e WM and we are more ready to father thera upon any other than dorſum ponimus 
; him, who is the true donor of them. Oh let not onely gratitude 41 artificem qui 
? I} dut3»/ice, reach us to give God his dye, when we gather the $i quan PS: 
fruit let us caſt downe our eyes on the yoor from which they pr.g;1; aqui 
-- © ſprout, when we feed upon the acorzes, let us /ift them up to praver ſpem no- 
h WJ the rree from whence they fall, and being refreſhed by the ram & meri- 
, flowing ſtreame, let us reflect upon the ſpringing fountaize. tun deus rribuir, 
Y 
OC 


Sg altus aſcribit þ 
Oh my Ged, it 15 in thee that I live, let me live to thee ; from From on - 
bl 


thee [ have received health, to thee I returne praiſe ; I have the cvemui, aliue 
'» Wl comfort, take thou the glory of thy great mercy. And lo 1 paſſe cofplionulias 
- EW forward to the — 


$ 2. Excellency of theBexefit, how expreſſed, in thoſe words, ys Cn, 
- Had mercy on him. ; 

- In mercy there are two things conſiderable, affettns, and 

t WU Feftus, the paſſion, and the attion , the inward picty, and the 
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bowels of mercy, this the works 0f mercy ; that called by © oy 
Greckes ix G&-,and this 6ae1worvye, and both theſe,though not in 
the ſame ſenſe, are attributed to God, and here to be 
wnaerſteod, 

1. In mercy there is a laying of anothers miſery to 
heart, The Greche word tada is derived from the He- 
brew 7779 4 which fſignifieth Fjzlare, plangere, to bewaile 
and [ment a condolency with our Brothers calamity, being 
a choice i7grea;ext of mercy, This 15 that which the Holy Ghoſt 
afſerteth of Ggagy Scripture, where it is ſaid, 5n all their af- 
flictions he was afflicted : And againe, My bowels are troubled : 
And againe, Like as s Father pittyeth his Chilaren, ſo the Lord 
pittyeth them that feare tim : Pur withall, we muſt know, that 
n thee Phrſes the weſt kigh 1s pleaſed to condeſcend, and 
ipeaking ts mez,to ſpeak of himſelfe, as if he were a man.There 
1s not then any forrow or compaſſicn in him who 1s impaſſible, 
but by this 15 repreſented his good wil towards his people, 
whereby he is proper;ſe to ſuccuur them. And becauſe the 
aff.ictcd perion tindes oft times much eaſe and ſolace in that 
[ympathie, which another exprefſeth towards him, that we 
may know the /ike ſolace is to be found in God, this compaſ- 
ſon ts attributed © God; and indeed 1s, though not formally , 
yet equivalently, nay emmently verified of him. To bring 
this home, in that God1s ſaid to have mercy on dying Epaphro- 
airnr, it implyeth thus much, that God beholding and taking 
notice of , Was as it were affeted with his unminent danger, 
having after a ſort a frieza/y pitty, and motherly yearning, Or 
rather a father ly gooe-will rowards him. But this is not all 
thet ercy inclugdech, and therefore know, 

2. Inz,:rcy there 1s An r:deavorr tO relieve him whoſe mu- 
ſery 18 cona:leth, as ſhe ſuffereFrwith, fo ſhe doth for, and (ac- 
cording to her ability) either helpeth him to beare the bur- 
den by pattiag under her feerrlder, or wholly caſeth him of 1t 
by removing it from his fulder. Hence the definition of 

nercy 1s weil given to be /z:ch 4 compeſſron of anothers miſery, 
as pits por a chierfull imploying eur power for the ſuſtaining 
him und:r, and delrvering him out of it. This 1s that which 
-1n 
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| be ſenſe agreeth to God, whoſe property 

'O me WF cheir aflftiuns, and preſerve them 
from deftrufion : and this no doubt,is that which our Apofle 
here eſpecially 's#nrends in this expreſlion, God had mercy on 
him, that is, he did remove his miſery, and prevent his death by 
caring hun of that ſfickneſſe which had brougtt him »4gh 
tO IC. | 

Let the ſame minde be in us that is in God: when our bre- 
thren are under /ickxeſſe, or any other diſtreſſe, to have mercy 
on them. It was our blefſed Saviomrs reaſoning with the 
Ph-riſees, though not altogether to the ſame purpoſe, 1/hich 
of you ſhall have an Aſſe or an Ox fall into the pit, and will not 
traightway pull him ont *Surcly one man is of more worth then 
many Aſſes ; and ſhall we not, in what we may, /#ccour him 
when fallen into ſome grievous ſickycſſe ? 

That good Samaritan in the Type 1s no other than (hr;/t in 
the T-uth, who pityed and healed man when dangeroutly 
wounded by ſinne, and as it was the deſigne of his drath to cure 
mankinde of his ſþiritxa/l (icknefle,fo his prattiſe in the courle 
of his life to g9 abort dong god and healing. If we call our 
ſelves Chriſtians, whom ſhould we iwirate but (rift, by per- 
forming all offices of love to the ſich, which lye within our 
Epheare? and if we have no 0'/e bur that of compaſſion, no 
wine but reares and prayers, let them be powred into the 
wounds and diſeaſes of thy zeighbour ; ſo ſhall we bee 
Diſciples of Chriſt. Bur the Text leads us yet one ſtep higher 
from Chriſt, as man, and as G:d-man,to Chriſt as God,acquain- 
ting us with Gods mercy to a ſich man : and what more befit- 
ting my then to imitate God by practiling this God-/ikhe 
worke of mercy. 14 & £24 TH4LOY & ng FOEELA tk merc)full 
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Triffari de mi« 
ſeria 4/ter ina 
non comperit 
Deo,fed repute 
lere miſeriam 
alterins bog 
mix'me ti come 
peris, Aquin, 
pr. prim, qu. 
2$1.2'7, }- 

N omen miſeri- 
Cor's pro epere, 
Zanch. in loc. 
Dicitur miſeri- 
cordi4, quod mie 
ſerie urjuſdam 
e/f Remotio, 
Eft. ibid. 
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man 


Eph. 6.1, 


Lake 6,36 
N hil digniua 
' quem us homo 
fit autork ſur 
mminator,t [c 
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man is great ayd honenvable ,” and that for this 
chiefly, becauſe he is /ike to Goa, in which reſpe&t Gregory 
Nyſſen, and Nazianzen call ſuch a man a Ged, as having 
fampt upon him the (haratter ofa Deity. Bee yee therefore 
followers of God 2s deare ( hildren , 1s Saint Paul's counſell 
in generall, Be you mercifull, as your! Father alſo is mer- 
cifull , ſo our bleſſed Saviour adviſeth in Feciall: and yer 
more particularly, as God had mercy on ſick Epaphroditus, ſo 
let z45 on our /ick neighbour, by v4/iring him, (if we can by 


OT— I—_—_— —  — 


cundum medim Our skzll or counſel! doe him good) however by compaſſiona- 
proprie facaltz= t;xug him, and interceding with God 1n his behalfe. 


16 div.ni fit cpc- 


Fig CXectED?: 


Leo de quadr. 


Serm. Fv 
Pſal.41-3 


Prefpicn p wpec- 


And becauſe this dry is that which (though ſo honowrable) 
we are averſe trom; gt me leave to carry it a little further, & 
let you ſec it is profitable, as well as honourable. Not only that 
you may follow o4 in mercy, but that you may upon the like oc- 
cafion obrain mircy from God, ſhew mercy to Ot. ers.]t is a ſweet 


ri,agro ezroto, promiſe to teed on ina time of lickneſſe . The Lord will treng- 


aITenadlto, 


Vatabl ibid, 
Improbus pctue”y 
qui quod alis 


then bim upon the bed of l:1nguiſning, thou wilt make all his bed 
in his ſickneſſe. That bed mult needs be eaſie which God maketh, 
nor can he faint, whom God $rexgtheneth , but to whom is it 


ncyas fibi peu made ? him and wone but lum who confrdereth the poore, ſo our 


lat, Home cſto 
2ibi miſericyrdie 
forma, fis quomo 
do vis quantum 
uir,ovam cls 
wis m:ſericor- 
dia;x 11bi fic 
tam cilOadlit, 
rartum, 1d/itcr 
iſe m'ſercre. 


Tranſlation, b:-t the Hebrew word 97 may as well be rendered 
ſick, , one that is weakxed by a diſeaſe : he who cenſidereth 
others in their fickaeſſe, thall be ſupported by God in his, Which 
of us, beloved, doth not deſrre that God may ſhew that mercy 
tO 76 in our diſtreſſe, which he d1d here to Epaphroditus ? Bur 


ri, how can we expett God thould grant thit to zs, which we deny 


to others ? Bl:ſſed are the merciful, fauth Christ, fer they ſhall 
obtaine mercy : Be then oh man tc thy ſelte ,a patrerne of mer- 


Cbrylol. Serm. Cy, and ſhew with that Seed, and in that degree, mercy to thy 


43: 
Mati.15.7. 


Vita mar: e/? 
pilis , namgque 
ut 1476 vits 
pro-cizs; Ha: 
baber (& vertios 
Aaufrag/u gue 


f-equezs. 


Anh [acr.,. 


ſick, weak, languiſhing ze:ghbear, which thou wouldſt have God 
vouchſafe to thee in the /ihe condition. Burt a little more to 
«#abowell this Clauſe. 

The mercy here intended (as you have already heard) was 
the prolongation Of life, and reſtauration of health to Epaphre- 
ditus : and here a double queſtion falls in to be reſolved, 

How thi can be called a mercy ? And | 
If a mercy is. it ſelfe, yet how a mercy t0 him ? 


neſt. 
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®s,1.Itisap auſiblec bjeftiow which is made, that /ife pro- 
nged i ey, becauſe iris a calamitous cormrinuance in an 
evil world: what is this wor/d but a Coffer of Sorrows, Labyrinth 
of Troubles, Schoole of Vanity, Market of Fraud, Theater of 
T ragedyes, Floud of Teares, and Map of Ruines ? And can it 
be a favour for a man to continue long in a place of miſeries ? 
The earth vie tread on, the aire we breath in, are asa Sea, 
wherein windes and /fo-mes are ever blowing; and can it be 
a favoar to be {till r-ſſed up and downe upon a bluſtering tem- 
peſtuous Sea ? Finally, this life is not a /ife but a-calamrty , 
yea, rather a dezththen a life, becauſe fo miſerable : to live 
long is to be long tormented, and can this be a wercy ? 

Anſw.To all this it is briefly, but f/ly anſwered.That though 
there be many evils in the wor/4,yet the world 15 not evil, nor 
is it evil tO abide in the world. Theſe mz/eries are only acciaental 
to life, and ſo hinder nor, but that preſervation from death 15 a 
mercy. Andgcherefore the Greek Fathers upon this Scrip:ure CO 
hence mott rationally confute the Aanichees, who afhrme the 
world 1n its owne nature to be bad, T1 Ayers ® b144T 14% lo Sr, 
Chryſoſtome, © warixzis. $0 T heophilatt in particular. What ſay- 
eft thor to this, oh hereticall Manich:c ? It the world be wicked, 
and the /ife which we now liveinic, how doth the Apeſtle 
call this a mercy of Ged, that he /cngthened Epaphroditus his 
dayes? The other life is better than this, ſurely then thes 
muſt be good, an immatxre death is threatned,and inflicted as a 
judgement, lurely then the contizaarce of life mult be a mercy, 
as thoſe forementioned Fathers excellently argue, 

Life is a mercy , and yet health is a greater mercy. 
A5-01 Cyitivas was written upon the porch of Apells's 
Temple, health 1s the Priaceſſe of earthly bleſſings : and Plato 
tells us that azirey ryrairey was ſung by every one to his 
Hzrpe at the Schyules, and at Feſtivals. Beauty, riches health, 
were the three things P3thagoras ſaid ſhould chiefly be :mplo- 
red of the Geds; bur among them health the chiefe : indeed, 
it is that which maxeth /;fe it ſelſe to be a mercy, fince ox eſt 
vivere ſed valere vita, Tolive rs not ſo much to breath, as to be 
well, 

Mercies then they are (eſpecially)when conjoyned, and m 
0, 
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ſo in their owne ratyre, onght fo to be eſteemed of by us : in 
which reſpe& we ought to pray and give thanks for them as 
bleſſings. It is no lefſe a fault to nndervalae, then to ovey- 
prize our lives and health : this /atter (I confeſle) is the more 
commen, but the furmer is no leſſe calpable : we mult not be 
ſo much in /ove with /ife as to dote upon it, becauſe it is hore, 
yet we may ſo farre /v2, as to deſire, and endeavour that it 
may, yea, with the Apr:ſtle here, account it a mercy, when it 25 
prolonged. 

1 end this, If deliverance from death be a mercy, how great 
a mercy is deliverance from hell ? li1t be a bleſſing to have 
the danger of a mortal! diſcaſe prevented, Oh what is it to have 
the gxi/t of our deadly [ines paraoned ? Finally, if the healrl 
of the bedy be a fawvorr, how chuice a benefit is the /oxles 
health ? Surely by how much hell 1s worſe then death, fin then 
fickneſſe, yea, by how much the /oxle 18 better than the body, by 
ſo much is the czze to be preferred before the orher. Oh 
feule, thou waſt ſick, deſperately fick of finne, fo fick that th:; 
waſt ut only nigh to acath, but dead in ſinnes,and treſpaſſes - bat 
God had mercie on thee, he lth ſent h:s Soune to heale, to revive 
thee, by being himſelfe wornuned, nay, ſlain: and his Fivit to cxve, 
to quicken thee by killing thy ſinne, and renewing thy nature. 
T hon art indebted to thy God for temporall, much more fer ſpiri- 
tuall : Blcſſe the Lord, ch my ſoule, tor thy life of nature, 
khcalth of thy body ; but let all that us within thee praiſe h:s holy 
name fir thy life of grace,and eternall ſalvation. 

©4.2. Þut it is further ;29q#zired, though this recoveric 
Were 4 meYcy in it ſelfe, yet how could it be ſo ro Epaphroditus 
a godly man? Had it been dehverance 6y death, this were a 
mercy ind:ed; but deliverance from death feemeth rather an 
2n1ur5 than a courteſie, TE Es Tu! dICETIROY ZUrchnr ea ToY To3s 
$'; Top yers 1915) 714 power, we may eallly refell the Heretick, 
but how ſhall we anſwer the Chriftians who deſiring to be ai/- 
{ilved knoweth not how to eſtceme the aeferring his diffolut- 
tion a mercy? Had Epaphroditzes been a wicked man,it had been 
a great mercy to ſpare him, that he might make his peace with 
Gea by the practice of faith and repentante; bur to him, 
whoſe peace was alreadie made, what advantage could the pro- 


longing 


& 

. 

NY 

© 4 OS £ 
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Yonging of his 7ife afford ? Death ic ſelfe to a good man is a de- $ 
liverance, a torall, finall deliverance from all ſorrow and mi- ,  _. 
ſery for ever : And can that be a deliverance, which keepeth off way 4 a 
our deliverance ? per Auguſta pervenitur ad augnſta, This red yiimem- 
Sea leads to Canaan; through the valley of death we paſſe to jus mors us 
the mownt of glory : And can that be a mercy which retardeth preſenk exiems 
our Felicity ? Is it a courteſie for a man to be detained from C—_— 
his wages, and held to labowr ? to be hindred from reſt, and 14 th dis. 
called tO worke ? to be withheld from his country, and wander gris yp wie, 
ina wilderneſſe ® Finally, to be kept out of a Palace, and confi- initium refri- 
ned toa Priſon ? And yet, all this is rrxe of a godly man, who gui erit,ſanfte 
when »igh ro death, is called back againe to /ive longer in this Fn — iſ 
world. in { - 

Anſw. To anſwer this, though upon thoſe forementioned arr, 
conſiderations, it cannot be denyed but that death is a mercy to a Id. inſerm. 
Saint ; yet thoſe hinder not, but that in other reſpects the con- 
tinwance Of life is a mercy, even to a godly man. As for that ChryloR.”) in 
corvh guviilae, which the Greek, Fathers ſpeak of, as if Saing I beoph. _J loc 
Pawls language were more according to cſtome than trath , 


and that when he calls recovery 2 mercy, he rather ſpeaketh as ©,;c.@. iba. | 


men doe account, than as it u indeed, it ſeemes to me_ſomewhat y,,, aber 
harſh, that to 13 x#2S vas Yuyas,the opportunity of gaining more x; - = 5, 
ſomls to Ged, which this preſervation afforded him, is a farre Lodr Ker g6- 
more rationall /o/xtion. Upon this account it was Saint Pax/ udy 374 $3 Zo 
looked upon the prolongation of his oW»e /fe as needfaull : SO po a 
he expreſſeth it in the former Chapter. And here, for the ſame 
reaſon, he calleth the reſtauration of Epaphrodirus to health a 
mercy. To this purpoſe Saint Hieromes note _— Text 
is very appoſite, Miſertus eft ejus ut majorem docendo colligat + , 
brings had mercy on bim, chat he, being a Minifier, = a—_ 
=_ by the preaching of the GoFpel, gather 1n more ſoles, Map nt ; 
and doe more good. Phil. 1. 24. 
O6j. But you will ſay, this ſeemes not to be a full Anſwer : Hieren.in loc. 
Indeed, had the Apoſtle ſaid, but Ged had mercy on you, names | 
ly the Philippians,this would be very ſnitable;the recovery of a 
faithfull 245nfter is, no doubt, a merey to the People ; but ſtill 
it remaineth a dowbr,how the Apofle could fay,as bere he doth, 
God had mercy on him, to wit, Epapbrodis us. | 
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Confiderandum 
eft non eſſe par- 
vim digaatione 
quum ſe Dems 
n nobis glorifi- 
ea, Calv.in lo. 


Phil. 1.26; 


ui Chrifto vi- 
vu, ſalicnier 
in ſhem glorie 
caleftls exercen- 
tur. Calv.ibid. 
Dan. 13.2, 


. A&0.35. 


Repl. To which T reply, That the opportwwiry of 
was not _ a benefit to the (burch,but a mercy to him, in as 
much as by this meanes. | 

1. He became a greater inſtrument of Gods glory; It is an 
high honoxr, which God vouchſafeth to that man, whom he 
makes wſe of to ſerve and honour him ; and to a piers ſoule nc- 
thing is dearer than Gods glory, deſiring rather to glorify God 
than to be glorifyed with him : this Saint Pax declares to his 
hope, yea,his earneſt expectation, that Chriſt might be magnify- 
ed in his body whether by life or death. No wonder then, if 
conſidering how much Epaphroaitzs his life might conduce to 
Gods glory, he reckoned it as a mercy. Beſides, 

2. He increaſed his owne reward; the longer a 700d man, 
eſpecially a goood Ainiſter liveth, the more ſinners he conver- 
teth, and they that turne many to righteouſneſſe, ſaith Daniel, 
ſhall hine as the ſtarres for ever and ever,nay,every ſoule that a 
faithfull Miniſter winnes tO God, is as a new gemme added to 
that own, which ſhall one day be par upon his head. 

Thus then the caſe ſtands ; Epaphroditus indeed, by dying, 
had received his reward, but by /:vsng he did the more ſervice ; 
by dying he had obtained glory from God, but by living he 
brought glory to God : and our bleſſed Saviowy ſaith, It i 4 
wore bleſſed thing to give than to receive ; by dying he had en- 
jojed his recompence ſooner, by living he made it greater, that 
would have accelerated, but rh augmented it, ſothat evenin_ 
reſpe&t- of his owne fature happineſſe he was no loſer but a 
$ainer by the prolonging of his life, and therefore moſt juſtly 
doth Saint Paul ſay, God had mercy on him. 

Briefly, and yet clearely to ſtate the whole matter. 
Life and death may be conſidered and compared fonr: 
wayes, 

- In their formall zature, and ſo death 184 privatios, life a 
poſition of good; and therefore death evil, and life good, 

2. In their Cauſes, death is a fruit of fin,life an effett of love; 
our wickedneſſe deferved the one, Gods goodneſſe conferreth 
the other; in which reſpe&, death is threarmed as a punifoment 
life promiſed as a reward. | 
3. 1n their naturall and proper effefts, death berraveth « 
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well godly, as wicked men' of the ſoriety of friends, poſſeſſion 
of {their ef res, yea, all the comforts which this world affords, 
whereas by life we have the f-»;tion of them continued to us, 
ſo that in this repard alſo, /;fe is farre better than wearh,even to 
a good man, | 

4. Laſtly, in their accidentall con/equents,when a wicked man 
djeth there followeth rormenr, but whileſt he /zveth there is 
hope of his repentance, yea, many times it ſo falls out, ſome 
come into the Vineyard at the e/eaventh howre, and to ſuch Vife 
's a choice mercy indeed : when a godly man djeth he is carri- 
ed into Abrahanss boſome, placedin a ſtate! of bliſſe ; but by 
living longer he hononreth God, edifieth the Church, worketh out 
his /a/vation ; he gaineth both the more time to prepare him- 
ſelfe for, get aſſnrance of, yea, make an addition to his future 
glory, and therefore in rhzs likewiſe, and ſo in a/l compariſons 
life hath the preheminence, and the continuance ofit is jultly 
called by the Apoſtle a mercy. 

T cloſe up thu, life continued, health reſtored, are mercies ; 
oh let not us by abxfing them to -ſinne turne them into judge- 
mens , who can believe it? and yet we may often ſee it, men 
change bleſſings into curſes by their iniquities , and as Parifi- 
enſis excellently expreſſeth it, Ipſa beneficia fibi faciunt pana- 


«Quit boc crede- 
re queat, mxtd- 
Mus NdIUFER 
rerum imiquits- 
tibus noftrs, 
&« Salv, de 


lia & inſtrument contra ſeipſos divine juſtitie, They make be- Gub. |,s. 
nefits to become puniſhments, and the fruits of Gods mercy inſtyu- Paril, de Uni- 
ments of his jxtsce. The truth is, it was not ſo mach /ifeas the lo prim, 


right »ſe, Saint Pax conceived Epaphroditus wonld make of P 


art- pars 
crtia. C9. 


his life, which moved him to cell it amercy, Mnltrs periculs & Perracch dial. 


peſtilens ſamit as fuit qui tutina egrotaſſent : Indeed theſe things 


de valet. corp, 


are good Or ev4// to us according as we imploy them. It had been Eff pernicioſe 


a greater mercy to many impexitent ſinners that they had con- 
tinued fck, or dyed, then that they were recovered. Let us 


anizas gue ad 


therefore /ay o#t our /ife, our health, according to our ſeverall Rern.deincer 
places, in Geds- ſervite,'ſo ſhall it prove glory to God, benefit dom. 


tO others, and a merry to us: Oh my ſoult, thin haſt received, 

45 it were,a new life, improve it in new obedience; health i refto- 

red to thy body, impley it in the ſervice ef thy God : why ſhowld 

thy honey be turned into gall, thy ſhield into a ſword, thy delicares 

mrs poyſon ? Oh tet thy life be expended by thet,us it was intended 
E 2 


by 
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by God, ſo ſhalt thow bave canſt to tak up'the Apoſtles langmage, <5 
God had mercy on me And thus much ſhall ſutkce for the * 
particular, I haſten to the I 

3. Opportunity of the time, which is the laſt branch implyed 

_ in the exeeprive But. And a comfortable But it is; indeed, the 

ſickneſſe, like a floud was cwryly him away, God puts ina But 

and ſtops its current; Epaphroditus was falling into the pr, 

3 But God reacbeth forth an hand ,to w«phel4 him. God 

doth-not /o preſerve him that the ſickxeſſe ſhould »ot come, nay, 

when 1t is come he doth not hinaer it from increaſing, but when 
it is come to the height, then he rebuketh the diſeaſe, and faith, 

hitherto thum ſhalt come and no further. All hopes of his recovery 

in 14775 eyes are periſhed, and lo, he is raiſed by the hand of 

God. Means either are not afforded, or however »nable to help. 

God becommeth his Phyſ;tzan, and commanaeth the care. It lets 

"90 8 us ſee thus much, that p P p 

ef + hs When all hopes are liveleſſe, and helps ſeem fruwleſſe, then 15 
-+-> Frag the ſeaſon of Gd, deliverance. That childs condition is very 
enim dews cus Jad, whom the father and mother forſake ; but then the P/almi/3 
bomo deeft. finds God ready tO take him up : And the caxſall particle. inthe 
Velaſq.in Originall is very conſiderable, not onely when , but becaxſe he 
_ 4 mp WAS ASA forſaken babe, God vouchſafeth to protett and provide 
jnddicg - fit for him ; our extremity being not onely the opportunity when, 
regmml:berts- but a motive why God will deliver. It was a dolefull complaint 
tem ſuftult, which the poore Creeple made to ({hriit, ar3gwmror wn Tow, 1 
prophanavit pe not a man to put me into the poole , but even that narration 
wn yr roy is an efficacious prayer ; The abſence of mans help, being the 
vit,merito ergo [caſen of C brift s a Ak and ſuccour. Saint Payl ſpeaking of 
gow ſaxfle quis Our bleſſed Saviours Incarnation, faith, it was when the ſulneſſe 
umane deſuns, of time came ; if you will know- when that full time was, 
divine ſuccw- the Evangelsft anſwereth , it was 41 the dayes of Herod the 
Chiiſol, fer, 1908 * ws. if with Chryſslogus you looke into thole dayes,you 
116. ſhall find them dayes of extreame miſery to the 7ewiſo Na- 
tion, their Temple profaned, Liberty ſuppreſſed , Worſhip abo- 

kifeed, and the whole State full of confuſion. In thoſe dajes was 

the ſulneſſe, becauſe indeed the firneſſe of time come for him, 

who was the Redeemer,to appeare, and the horne of ſalvation to 


be raiſed up. In which reſpeR the Meſſiah'is called by m_ A. 
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mas, Or according to the Originull, 4 man of opportunity, 
Fs, oh God is inthe ſea, =Y thy paths in the — waters, Pſal. 77.19. 
ſaith the P/a/miſt. By which expreſlions no deubt he chiefly in- 
tends (as appeares by what followeth) to wore the impercepti- 
ble /ecrecte attending upon many of Geds diſpenſations, ſo that 
we can no more diſcerne the reaſon of them,than we can any im- 
preſſion of a ſhips paſſage in the Sea , but yet withall it is not an 
improbable a//xſron to underſtand Sea and great waters repre- 
ſenting doleful and perilous diſtreſſes:Gods uſual courſe being 
ro manifeſt himſelf not in the allow river of a ſlight trouble, 
but the deep ſea of ſome defperare calamity. The Dsſciples enter 
1nt0 4 ſoip, but (hriſt comes not , the ſable mantle of the night 
covers them, and Chriſt cometh nor, the winde bloweth, the 
ſtorme- rageth, the waves ariſe, and yer Chriſt appeareth not, 
but when they have rowed 25. or 30. furlongs, being farre from 


ko 


Toh. 6. 19. 


land, and in the aepth of danger, then they ſee Feſus walking on 
the Sea, and drawing nigh to the ſhip to ſuccour them. To 
this purpoſe is S. Cyri/ls obſervation upon this ſtorie, Chriſt 
doth not preſently at the beginning of the ſtorme appeare to 
his Diſciples, but when they had rowed far from land. Chriſt is 
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not alwayes at hand upon the firſt oy/er,but when through pre-+ 
vailing fear,& almoſt over-whelming darger, our ſpirits-begin 4, 75 5u524, 
to fail,then he breaks forth as it were in the miſt of the waves, ., oi. wn; 
calming the ftorm,expelling our feare, and preventing our rume. ,,,1, Cy. 
It is very obſervable in that hundred and ſeventh P/alme, Alex. in. 
when the Prophet celebrateth Gods goodnefle to ſeveral ſorts Jy. 
of men in their dangers, that their deliverance was not- vouch- 
[afed till their danger appeared remedileſ5:of travellers it is ſaid, 
they wandered ſo long in the wildernes,till by reaſon of hunger and Pal. 107. z, 
thirſt their Jonle fainted in them, .and then, not till then upon 45+ 
their cxying the Lord delivered them ; The Captives are ſaid to * 4's 7 wes 
þt in darkneſſe and the ſhadow of death, by reaſon of their bends, (495 Ths dy 
yea, tO fall downe and none to help them, and then: this want of Y*{%95 fuge- 
help ebtaineth help, at theirearneſt-cry God ſaverh them out of, 21 BonSea. 
their diſtreſſe ; when ſick, menare brought ſo low that their Greg, Nyſl. 
ſeule abhorreth all manner of meat, and they draw nigh to the Tract in Pſ. 


fates of death, then God ſendeth his Word and healeth them : vec;togra,rs,.. 


anally, the Sramaens ſonle i melted becauſe of trouble, they rele ver. u8an. . 
to. 
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Sept. Mirifica | 
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te, Vulg. 


to and fro, and ſtagger like @ drunken man, yea, art" at theie wits 
end, not knowing what courſe to take, ere God begins to make 
the torme a calme, and ſo bringeth them out of their diſtreſſe. 
Thus God, as he can, ſo uſually he doth help ar a pinch, when 
Facob wants bread at home, Joſeph 1s heard of abroad : when 
the Prodigal! wants abroad, he is minded of going home ; and 
when we looke with David on the right hand, and there u no 
man, yea, on the left hand, nay round about us, and all refuge 
faileth us, 

Reſtat uier cle, 
we may /ooke wp to God, and God is ready to looks downe from 
heaven and help ws. 

And now if you ſhall inquire why God is pleaſed to cull out 
ſucha time of ſuccour , when in extreame perill , of curing, 
when ich nigh to death : 1 anſwer, itis both in reference co 
himfelfe and us. 

In regard of himſelf, 
1. Partly that it may appeare to be his worke, Thoſe effects 


1n the production of which, God is as it were cauſa ſocia 4 


copartner, making uſe of probable meanes, too often the 5n- 
ſtrument is more looked upon than God ; but thoſe effe&s 
wherein he is cauſa ſolitaria, the ſole agent (effeting them 
as it were by his owne hand) enforce men to acknowledge it 
is his doing. 2 nando humana omnem ſpem negant, tune divina di- 
ſpenſatio clare fulget, In the day-time, when other Farres ap- 
peare not, we know the /ight which ſoines is onely from the 
Sun; ſo when ſecundary meanes ſucceed not to whom but 
Ged can the patient aſcribe his'recovery ? and for this reaſon, 
ne ops celeftis dextre aſſignaretur virtuti humane , that the 
creature may not rob him of hy glory,he chuſeth that time to de- 
liver when the creature can afford »o ſuccour. 

. 2. Chiefly,that in ſuch works he may appear to be a God,in as 
much as his A/msghty power and mercy, hereby become 5/{u- 
ſtriows : it 15 the prayer of David, ſhew thy mevailows lovin 
kindeneſſe ; the Septwagint and vulgar (agreeing in this wit 
the Hebrew) render it, wake thy mercyes wonderfull, and ſurely 
when our m5ſery is moſt dolefull, Gods mercy: is moſt wonder- 
full, and therefore, ſaith Saint Gregory, we moſt admire Gods 

benignity, 


eaxty. _ 


4 ASS 648 tre at : 
| r>en when we call to aviade eur calamity : indeed God Turc ne! mi” 
bringeth us nigh to death, that we may know our ſelves how ſericordie dei. 

fraile and mortall we are, that he may kyow ws, or rather wake gs "ag 
knowne to us and others our graces, and when we are nigh to 1} memuriam 
death he hath mercy, that we may know him, not onely ſpecu- miſerie noftre 
L1tively, but experimentally, how great and mighty, how good YTvocantur, 
and graciozs he 15: The truth 15, Omnipetents medico,nullum vul- G "_ mats, 
na inſanabile, No wound 1s incurable to this omnipotent Phy- py —_ 
fitian : and that he may appeare to be ſo, he often deferreth guo4 Deipor. n- 
the cure till þymane $kill and helpe faileth. In /xch delive- tim vincar, ni= 
rances, the charatters of Gods almighty goodneſſe are 94 qued onni- 
plainly written ſo, that the blind Egyptians can read them; and Fol a —_ 
therefore ſeeing the 1/raelires elcape an imminent danger $,,,.' ray 
they acknowledge the Lord fighteth for them. bom.in Bible 
In reſpe& of «s, that the deliverance may be the more- ac- par, 
ceptable to us, as well as honourable to him, To every thing, Ti TeTs Zav- 
ſaith Solomon, there 1s a ſeaſon, and indecd.it is the ſeaſon that uzTiwregey 
putteth a beauty upon every thing ; in this regard, that of the # wisGov Th; 
Prophet quam ſpecioſs , how beaurifull are the feeet of him that Ta Is wsya- 
bringeth good tidings,is rendered byTerullian,quam tempeſtivi , noroias Ta- 
how opportune , that which is ſeaſonable being ever beautifull; wir fray 
indeed in every opportune mercy there is a double beauty, the tx 7@, Srgwy 
one in the thing conferred, the other in the 15me of conterring 34xy nbegy 
it. It is the-prayer of the Church to Ged, Gird thy ſword upon Jiva Teis 
thy thigh with thy glorie and thy majefty,which latter words the Te4y 254 
valgar latine reads cum ſpecie tua & pulchritudine tua, that Greg. Naz, 
is to ſay, with thy beauty and thy beanty : and this is then molt My 32, 
fully verified, when God girads hu ſword to defend his Church in T- = hs 
| 2h G 2 . ru', CONt: a 
tier /oweſt miſery,and fend his enemies in their higheſt infolen- 141i | Pans 
cy. It is a ſweet and choice expreſlion of the Prophes, The Lord Pill 45.3, 
will wait that he may be gracious, which though it be chiefly, 1.30.18. 
intended of his forb:aring judgement, yet it 15 no lefle true of 1» yag 576 o& 
lis withholding mercy : God therefore oft times delaying, that 722:55471y 
he may appeare the more gracious in beftowing deliverance ; fo Tas xivdorace 
true is that of the Father, Deus cums differt non. negat ſed com- o717 enidiyuu 
mendat dona, God in ſutþending intends not to deny, but onely to Tiv awTueiay 
commend his mercy. Abrahams childe was more welcome at nacay avleis 


ſeaventy, than it he had been given at chirry, and the ſame 7y ini 73 
| Iſaac | 
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Rrck.2.16, 


Iſaac had not beene ſo preciows, had he not been as" miracys 
lowſly reſtored as given. 1n fine, the language Of a depopulating 


warre 1s the beſt rhetorick to extol{ the bleſſing of peace, how 


welconse 15 a calme to the Marriner after a bluſtering ſtorme? ? 


and health is never ſo amiable, as when it brings /erters of come ©; 


menaation from a long and dangerous fickneſe. 


To apply this, Itis a meditation which ſhould encourage us, 


to rruſt in Ged, even when things are at thewor#, and though 


; 


all other ſuccours faile, not to let goe our hold of him : As ? 
Apelles ſtriving to paint a drop of foams falling from a Horſes : 


mouth, after long ſtudy, de/þairing, let his pencil fall, and that 


fa@ didit, nod aſſequi non potuit caſu expreſſir, efieCting by | 


chance what he could not by art, and when both nature and 
art can goe no further, divine providence undertaketh, nay, 
effefterh the worke, and therefore, as the Apoſte ſaith of joy, 
Il ſay of hope, hope alwayes in the Lord, indeed, magne indols ef 
Sperare ſemper, it 1s an argument of an heroick minde, to hope 
alwayes, and of a pious minde to place that hope on God; 
David ſaith of himſelfe, I have hoped in thy word, the Septua- 
gint read it ir1a7o2,and the vwlgar Latine accordingly /uper- 
ſperavi,which as S. Ambroſe interpreteth it,is ad ſherandum ſem- 
per creſcere &-ſpem ſþes adjungere tv add hope to hope,& that even 
thes when affiittion 15 added to affiiftion : Excellent to this pur- 
poſe 1s that coxnſel of the Greeke Father, hen externall means 
are leaſt let thy confidence be greateſt, for then God diſplayeth hu 
power moſt, not at the beginning, but when things ave deſperate, 


fer this 15 the ſeaſon of divine help. It is our great fawlr that - 


in di/mall dangers we opes the eye of ſenſe, and onely pore upou 
the extremity of the trouble,whereas it becometh a Saint, even 
then to opes the eye of faith, and loke upon the exergy of Gods 
power. 

And to carry it one ſtep further,Let even the depth of miſery 
be an sncomragement tO Our confidence, in as much as that 1s 


a time of deliverance : when the night is at the darkeſt, we” 


know day-break is neareſt, the lowneſſe of the ebbe argueth the 
flowing in of the ride to be at hand : ſo may we conclude divine 
{uccour approaching from the premiſſes of a grievous calamity 


encompaſſing. We read in the viſion of the wheel, which E: hy | 
w 


”— — _ 
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laid hrm by the rivers brinke with no other ae/ter but an arke Void mireb(li- 
* of bulruſres : how likely is this helpleſſe Babe tobe flarved © *irgere 
with cold, or tamble into the ver, or be devorred with a wild ACTI | 
beaſt ? Bnt behold, whnleft the childe is in this imminent dan rum ——_— 
ger, and the parents in CO: providence ſo Or nunc cum gand;o 
dereth it, that Pharaoh's dawghter becometh as a mother to the © recipe. 
child,and the childes mother is appointed to be his n«r/e, where- : EE 

. by his /ife is preſerved. mh Pl 

/ How myhin all probability was the Iſrarl/ztes deſtruttion, Aqua qua times 
| when before them a Sea, through which there could be no wa- bantur dextrs * 
; ding, on either de mownaines, over which there was no {£9193 famalis 
/elimbing, behinde them a mighty hoffe, wich whom there is no =» —_ 
conteſting, and yet from whom no meanes left of eſcaping. But perniciem neſci= 
toe, in this depth of miſery God hath mercy on thein, even to a wt ſed @ mu. 
miracle; the ſea divideth, and at once becometh the Iſraclites #imen exbibenr. 
paſſage,and Egyptians grave. ig, hom, in 


How ſmall did the 4:;ſtance ſeeme betweene fonah and death, —_ o ſufti- 


when the mercifnll marriners were exforced tor ſaving their wir abſwhiri 


owne lives to caft him into the wercilefſe Sea,and yet there he Foram & ceto 
wheth not, a divine hand as it were holding him by the chinne , 197 ut dſirbe- 
when in the Sea ſwallowed by a greedy Whale, and there hee — P 
= met ; God would not delrer him trom the rempeſt, he will ,, —_ ſed 
om the z-hale : that which was moſt likely to Conſun;e bum 2, ſubigererae 
decometh the yreans to preſerve him , within chree dayes the Deo, & plus 
Whale delivereth him ſafe, whole, and ative upon dry - Fay - _— 
ound, 2 9 
Who ever thoxght to have ſeene thoſe three fgworthies alive 75 {>a " 
after they fel! downe bound into the midſt of a fiery burning fnrr- \rzn.adv.ber, 
nace ? But behold a martyrdeme effetted without dying, whilett |.3 £22. 
a fourth like the Sonne of God appeareth, at whoſe command the 2 04r27im wt 
fire forgerreth to burne, or ſo much 25 [corch. / Ph. =_ - p 
” PWhodid not expett but that Dame! being caſt into a denne of [wir exit 
ravenous £:ns, fhoutd be devorred before the next mornimsg, ſunt, quos prop- 
nay, the next hoxwre ? But ſee,the Lyous monthes are ſtopped by #74 D wiexit, 


: rc poteſtarem 
#n Angel, and ſince they cannot feed Daniel, are forced to cl — 


keep a faſt with him. : : : diremur Tertul. 
\, Were not Pa»/and his company in great jeopardy of death, Scorp.cap. 8. 

xhen'the thick c/oxds had for many dayes obſemred the light of Years Leo © 
| F2 
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$an and Starres from them, the violent ſtormes exceedingly 
toſſed the Ship, enforced them to caſt out'the goods,yea, every 
woment they expe themſelves to be made a prey to the roring 
waves q all hope that they ſhould be ſaved being taken away ? but 
behold, that night an Angell of God ſtandeth by Paul, and from 
Ged aſſures him of his and their preſervation. 

To come vet xcarey to the inſtance of the Text : 

It was no ſlight ſickxeſſe afflicted David, when he ſaid, My 
heart panteth, my ſtrength faileth me, as for the light of mine 
eyes it 15 gone from me; the diſeaſe (it ſeemeth) had /e:zed upon 
all his S:rits, his animals in the dimmeſſe of his epes, his nata- 
rall in the failing of his ſtrength, his vital in the pantirg of his 
heart ; and ſurely then ir muſt needes bring him very nigh to 
death; yea, it ſeemeth David feared it, which made him ſo ear- 
neſtly pray againſt it in another Pſz/m: But when aeath is near, 
Ged is neare t00, hearing his prayer, and preſerviag his life. 

It is ſaid of Hezekiah, that he was ſick anto death, the diſeaſe 
was /xch that he rechened his bones ſheoxld be broken, and an end 
made of him, yea, he receiveda ſentence of dearth from God by 
the Prophet, Set thine houſe in order, for thou ſhalt aye and not 
live : But that threat was onely like Abrahams precept, not a 
declaration of what God intended to doe, but oncly a probation 
to try what Hezekiah would dove; and therefore notwithſtan- 
ding the diſeaſe was deadly, God becometh his Phyſitian, pre- 
ſcribeth a plaiſter of fizgs, and Hezekiah 1s healed. 

The (entarions Sonne is viſited with a Feaver ; that Fea- 
ver bringeth him to the very point of death, when as at the 
Centurions intreaty, Chriſt with a word commands his rece- 
very. 

That womans condition was rw, when ſhe was at once 
brought /ow in eſtate and body : her goods are gene, her aiſeaſe 
continneth, the Phy fitians have emptied her parſe, but cannot 


ſtay her flax, nor is there any likelyhood bur that this /ickyeſs 


will at length bring her to her grave. But her deplorable ſtate 
is a fit occaſion for Chriſt to magnifie his mercy, whileſt by a 

believing touch of his garment he maketh ber perteCtly hole. 
Finally, Martha tends Chrift word 'hat Lazarus 4 fick,; 
Chriſt delayeth to come, onely lets her know this fickneſſe _—_ 
e 


— 
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"be for Gods glory : being fck he dyeth, dying is buried, and ha- 


- kindenefſe vouchſafed to me. 


XUM 


ving been ſome dayes bxried he rotteth, nay ſtinketh 5u the 
grave; and now is the time come for Chriſt by his powerfull 


voice tO raiſe him from the ſleep of death, and bed of the 


grave. 
Loe here, worethan a 7ary of textual witneſſes, 


many me might be added (beſides thisin the Text) all aſſer- 
ring this rr#th, and thereby aſſuring our faith of Gods delive- 


it, ſola fide & 
bumilitate cure 


retur, Chryſol, 
Serm.33+ 

Videti; quem- 
e1modum dt 


to which locum morti, 


licentigm da": 


ſepulchrogtor + 


ruprioni poſſe 


rancein the worſt extremity. To all which give me /eave to permittit, neg 


adade owe more, even my owne late experience of Gods marvailous 


It is not many weekes agoe fince 


it pleaſed the wiſe Ged to vi- 
ſe me with a fore and violent Feaver; that Feaver ſo exhauſted 


u'l put edini, nil 
fo Rori ; .arque 
ur Tartarus 
rapiar, trahat, 
hebeat admit, 


my F#rizs, and enervated my body,”that I might well rake up atque agit, ut 
Davids expreſſion, There was bit a ſtep betweene me and death: Mumnan fpes 


Much about that rime when the dayes of the yeare are at the 
longeſt, the dayes of my life ſeemed to be at the Borreſt. Thus 
was the firſt part of this Text werified, I was fick nigh to death, 
indeed/o nigh, thatl was as a dead man in the option of the 
learned, yea, aQtually dead and bariedin the report of the v#l- 
gar, and truly I had eye thzs beene not onely foxre dayes with 
Lazarus, but more than four weeks putrifying in the grave, 
had not divine goodneſſe prevented: But God had mercy on me, 
and fo the other part of my Tex: is likewiſe fulfilled : when 
the /ckyeſſe had almoſt weighed me:downe into the pir, God 
was pleaſed to pat a gr.ine of mercy and rwrve the ſcale,ſo that 
1 am here (beloved) ths day, before God, Angels, and men, as 
a bird eſcaped ont of a ftrong /nare, asa prey plucked out of 
the jawes of a devouring Lien, as a braudſuatched out of the 
fire of a burning feavey. i; 

What therefore remaineth, but that as in the begining, fo 
now in the c/oſe of this d;/comrſe I rake up a gratulation, Bleſs the 
Lord oh my ſoul,and let all that is within me praiſe his holy name; 
when I forget to mention this deliverance, let m) right hand for- 
get its cunning; when I ceaſe (as opportunity offereth it ſelfe) to 
publiſh this mercy,let my tongue cleave to the roofe of my month ; 
not yet would / be! one, 4n this work of praz/e;do you (all you 


here preſent) joyne with me, I doubt not but many, the moſt, 
nay 


rora pe Err, Ef 
tors vis mun {de 
ne dc ſperationds 
& cedar ,quatenus 
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nos humanum. 
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2 Cor.1.11, 
RY 


Pſal.72.18,19. 


nay af of yog in ſome kinde, at ſome zine or other, have had 
experience of eminent deliveraxces : 0h cad them now to wind, 
& let your grateful! remembrance come up as 4 wemortall before 
the Lord : 1 doubt not but wany of you, yea, wery mary, did 
put up prayers, fervent prayers atthe throze of grace for this 
mercy (which I now celebrate ) my recovery, Indeed brethron, 
I look upon my hea/th,as S. Paul on his preſervation, as a gift 
beftowed on me by the meanes (to wit, for the fakes and prayers) 
of many;and ſurcly as prayers have been made, ſo fit it 15 rhanks- 
giving ſhould be retwrwcd by many On my bebalfe, it were a 
ſname to be zealous in begging and rotd in bleſſing;to cry aloud 
give us 0uy dayly bread,end onely mhiſper hatowed be thy name. 
Bleſſed theretore be the Zora God of his unworthy ſervant, who 
alone deth wondrous things ; yea, bleſſed be hus glarsous name for 
ever,and let all that have beene petitioners for me ſay with me at 
leaſt in their hearts, Amen, Amen. 

And now my Dearly beloved Parifhianers, and fremas in the 
Lord, what is mv deſire, but that yow may have cauſe in allsſior 
to the following words of this verſe, to lay, God had mercy, not 
on: him onely, but us alſo ; that my preſervation may be for your 
edification, as well for my conſolation : that yow,who have alrca- 
dy found benrfir by my weak Miniſtery, may be more ftrengrh- 
ned; and thoſe, who have heretofore been x»profitable, may 
now be battered. Which that it-may be ſo, it ſhall be my exdea- | 
20xr ; [et it be your prayer for me , that I may doe thee works of 
Chriſt more diligently and faithfully than ever ; it ſhall be wy 
prayer for you , let it be yowr exdeavonr tO heare the Word of 
Chriſt mare attentievely and obediently for the time te come. SO 
ſhall ye have caſe to bleſſe God for me, and Ito bleſſe Gad far 
you. Yeaat that /a## and great day you ſhall have joy in we, if 
my preaching become a means of your converfron and [alvation ;; 
and 7 ſhall bave joy in you, whoſe converfon and [alvation ſhall 
prove an ixcreaſe of my reward, and an addition to my glorie. 
Which God grant, &c. 
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2 I ſhall not die, but live, and declare the Works of the Lord. 
| #5! The Lord bath chaſftened me very ſore , but he hath not given me 
Ke: over to death. 
Keg Open unto me the gates of rightrouſneſſe, 1 will goe into them, and I 


will praiſe the Lord. 

on pre Baſil, Mag, Hom, 9. 

AG nuts wi takoiy  Tols Dideoty ann dyapiray Thy dyalilile 

Ts Ots. 

43 Aug. in Pal. 41, 
© Duia mags ovire ſunt mala, dnlcior erit miſtricordia tua, Etenim 
©Y ſcriptum eft quodem loco fpecioſa miſericordia Domins in tem- * 
2 pore tribulations, ſicut nubes plavie in tempore ſiccitatss, 
ed LIL @ ND 0 MK 


> - Printed by F.6. for Nath: Web and Will: Grantham,at $8 
the Black Beare in St. Paul's Church-yard;neere. "6 | 
the little North-Doore. 165 3. a 


VEG OP OOO POP POOGOGOVOOEYDS 


Mercy in her Beauty. 


owtward bounty, that is in the heayr, this in the hand; that the 
bowels of mercy, this the works of mercy ; that called by the 
Greekes *>s@-,and this 8x21 puorvys, and boththeſe,though not in 
Miſericordia the ſame ſenſe, are attributed to Ged, and here to be 
wonnullis quod wnderſtood, 
mi crum cor ft 1, In mercy there is a laying of anothers ws/ery to 
_ 14, heart , The Greeke word tae is derived from the He- 
———_ ' brew M7 « which ſignifieth EFjulare, plangere, tO bewaule 
Miſericors dici- and /zment : a condolency with our Brothers calamity, being 
pur aliquks quafs, a choice ingreatent of mercy. This is that which the Holy Ghoſt 
miſerumcor = afferteth of Godin Scripture, where it is ſaid, ,5n all their af- 
mo '. Mflictions he was affiitted : And againe, My bowels are troubled : 
et, os, And againe, Like as « Father pittyeth his Chilaren, ſo the Lord 
art. 3. pittyeth them that feare him : But withall, we muſt know, that 
Ifa, 63.6. inthele Phraſes the moſt bigh is pleaſed to condeſcend, and 
Tem 31:22 ſpeaking to mex,to ſpeak of himſelfe, as if he were a man. There 
oe oy Py * tsnot then any ſorrow or compaſſion in him who is imp«fſeble, 
lequitur,atque ut by this 15 repreſented his good wil towards his people, 
ideo noftris uti- whereby he is propeſe to ſuccour them. And becauſe the 
zur in loquerido. affi;ited perion findes oft times much eaſe and ſolace in that 
Hilr- in Pf 126 ſympathie, which another expreſleth towards him, that we 
(3 4% 79X may know the /ike ſolace is to be found in God, this compa/- 
vp79 P2514" fron1S.attributed to God; and indeed is, though not formatly , 
oy ehe95 Kel vet equivalently, nay eminently verified of him. To bring 
T6 gvveAyev this home, in that God is ſaid to have mercy on dying Epaphre- 
ymnTivs T9 aitusit impiyeth thus much, that God beholding and taking 
Au T1 0914 worgzeof , Was as it were affc&cd with his 1mminent danger, 
Tis OL pup9- having after a fort a friendly picty, and motherly yearning, or 
exe. Greg. ratlrer a fatherly good-will cowards him. Burt this is not all 
Alas. Orat. that mercy tincludeth, and therefore know, ; 
6, 4 2. In mercy there 1s an izdenvour tO relieve him whoſe w- 
9 cnrmes 44}. ſer it condleth, as ſhe ſuffcreth with, fo ſhe dvth for, and (ac- 
petty 5h cording to her..zb;/;ry) ether he/peth bim to beare the bxr- 
compaſſi.qui #32 by putting under her ſhoulder, or wholly caſeth him of it 
wignc ({ipoſſi- by remorins it from his, ſhoulder. Hence the definition of 
mu) ubvent.e mercy is well given to be ſuch 4 compaſſion of anothers miſery, 
5 rag 1s puts upon a cheerful implying our power for the ſuſtaining 
loc ng him under, ant delivering him ent of it, This is that which 
: in 
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in a proper and genuine ſenſe agreeth to God, whoſe propert 

is to feliver hi out of their affii&ions , and preſerve thei 
from deftru&4on ; and this no doubt,is that which our Apoſle 
here eſpecially $-rends in this exprefiion , God had mercy on 
him, that is, he did remove his miſery, and prevent his death by 
caring him of that ſfickneſſe which had brought him migh 


ro it. 

Let the ſame minde be in us that is in God: when our bre- 
thren are under fich»eſſe, or any other aiſtreſſe, to have mercy 
on them. It was our blefſed Savinnrs reaſoning with the 
Ph.riſces, though not altogether to the ſame purpoſe, which 
of you ſhall have an Aſſe or an Ox fall into the pit, and will not 
Hraightway pull him out*Surely one man is of more worth then 
many Aſſes ; and ſhall we not, in what we may, ſuccoxr him 
when fallen into ſome grievous /ichreſſe ? 

That good Samaritan in the Type 18 no other than (rift in 
the Truth, who piryed and healed man when dangeroully 
wonnded by finne, and as it was the deſtgae of his death to cure 
mankinde of his oo fickneſle,fo his pratZ;/e in the courſe 
of his life to go about iging good and healing. 


forming all offices of love to the ck, which lye within our 
Spheare ? and if we have no or/e burthat of compaſſion, no 
wine but teares and prayers, let them be poxred into the 
wounds and diſeaſes of thy neighboxr ; ſo ſhall we bee 
Diſciples of Chrift. But the Text leads us yet one ſtep higher 
from Chrift, as man, and as God-man,to Chriſt as God,acquain- 
ting us with Gods mercy to a ſick man : and what more befit= 
ting man then tO imitate God by practiſing this God-like 
worke of mercy. utya #21 Timoy elp tadinumr, a mercyfull 


If we call our 5 
ſelves Chriſtians, whom ſhould we imirare but (hrift, by per- 
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21.af.3. 

N omen miſeri- 
cordig pro opere, 
Zanch. in lec. 
Dicitur miſeri«' 
cordia, quod mi- 
ſeriz enjuſdam 
c/i Remoris, 
ER. ibid. 
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man 1 great and honourable , and that for this reaſon 
chiefly, becauſe he is /ike to God, in which reſpe& Gregory 
Nyſſes, and Nazianzen call fuch a man a Ged, as having 
ſtampt upon him the (haratter ofa Deity, Bee yee therefore 
- Eph. 6.7. followers of God as deare ( hildren , 1s Saint Pax/'s counſell 
Lake 6.36 in general, Be you mercifull, as your! Father, alſo is mer- 
Nbil dignizs c;f4/} , ſo our bleſſed Saviour adviſeth in Fecialt: and yer 

—=*qui more particularly, as God had mercy on ſick, Epaphroditus, ſo 
imitaor,& ſe- ICT #4 ON Our PH neighbour, by v4/iring him, (if we can by 
cundum modum OUr kill Or counſell doe him good) however by compaſſiona- 
proprie faculte- ' r5ug him, and 5nterceding with God in his behalfe. 
8 divini ft pe. And becauſe this duty is that which (though ſo honowratle) 
—_— 4., we are averſe from; give,me leave to carry it a little further, & 
— kay 4 let you ſee it is profitable, as well as honourable. Not only thac 
Pſal.41.3 you may follow(od in mercy,but that you may upon the like oc- 
| Profpiciz paupe- Cafion obtain mercy from God, ſhew mercy to others.It is a ſweet 
ri,agro egroto, promiſe to feed on ina time of ſickneſle . The Lord will ſtreng- 
|  EfFENKdro, then bim upon the bed of languiſhing, thou wilt make all his bed 

4 - hm 95 #n his ſickneſſe. That bed mult needs be eafie which God makerth, 
gre ais * nor can he faint, whom God Frengtheneth ; but to whom is it 
* ncras fibi poſu- made ? him and zone but him who conſrdereth the poore, ſo our 
lat. Homoefto Tranſlation, but the Hebrew word 27 may as well be rendered 
| bibimiſericordia ;p one that is weakned by a diſeaſe : he who conſidereth 
| | nr 17 others in their ſickneſſe, ſhall be ſ»pported by God in his, Which 
: |. qo of us, beloved, doth not deſire that God may ſhew that mercy 
| wk miſericor- tO # in our diſtreſſe, which he did here to Epaphroditus ? But 
* diamtibifieri, how can we e-xpett God ſhould grant that to #5, which we deny 
| famclioality, to hers? Bleſſed are the merciful, ſaith Chri#, for they foal 
| Jemtum, raltr btaine mercy : Be then oh man to thy ſelfe ,a parterne of mer- 
- ioſemſercre. > f6- ) 
E Cbrylol, Sem. Cy, and ſhew with that Speed, and in that degree, mercy to thy 
43+ fick, weak, languiſhing neighbour, which thou wouldſt have God 
+ Maic.i5.7, vouchſafe to thee in the /ike condition. Bur a little more to 
Framaric? mwybowell this Clauſe. 
| Grils , namgue The zercy here intended (as you have already heard) was 
+ Gal wn the prolongation of life, and reſtauration of health to Epaphre- 

v0 & vemos ditres and here a double queſtion falls in to be reſolved, 
| waufrag'u gue How thiz cav be called a mercy ?' And | 

reque: 5. arcy in it [elfe, ye a merey t9 him ? 

___ -M If amercy init ſelfe, yet how a merey Que 
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_ 1.It is a plauſible 04je&on which is made, that {fe pro- $,Gtog 6Aayd # 
longed is »o mercy, becauſe it is a calamitous continuance 1n an 5 flog, axae%y 
evil world; what is this wor/d but a Coffer of Sorrows, Labyrinth TVupoens  * 
of Troubles, Schoole of Vanity, Market of Fraud, Theater of Philem.. _ * 
Tragedyes, Floud of Teares, and Map of Ruines ? And cant Mr ql ; 
be a favor for a man to continue long in a place of miſeries ? | Cn —_ 
The earth we tread on, the aire we breath in, are asa Sea, ,, ſit dicends, 
wherein windes and ſformes are ever blowing; and can it be ſed perize more, 
a favoyr to be ſtill roſſed up and downe upon a b/»ftering term- velqu/ppiam 
peſtuous Sea ? Finally, this life is not a /ife but a-calawnty , CO 
yea, rather a deaththen a /ife, becauſe ſo miſerable : to live | ,; ea 
long is to be long tormented, and can this be a mercy ? Lud eff diu} 
A»uſ».To all this it is briefly, but flly anſwered.That though vrvcre mſi dig: 
there be many ev4/siin the world, yet the world is not evil, nor "oo. | 
is it evs/ to abide in the word. Thele mzſeries are only accidental 0 ookg 3 
to /ife, and fo hinder nor, but that pu from death 1s a Dont "2 
loc. 


mercy. Andytherefore the Greek Fathers upon this Scripture do Theoph. 

hence moſt rationally confute the Mavichzes, who affirme the O:cum. 

world 1n its owne nature to be bad, 71 xiynis & d1ghrINE, ſo St. 

Chryſoſtome, © wanxeis.S0 T heophilatt in particular. What ſay- 

eſt thou to this, oh hereticall Manichee ? 1t the world be wicked, 

and the /ife which we now liveinit, how doth the Apeſt le 

call this a mercy of God, that he lengthened Epaphroditus his . 

dayes? The other life is better than this, ſurely. then. tha xaA3y i me- 

muſt be good, an immatrre death is threatned,and inflictedas a gion Zo) au 

judgement, ſurely then the continuance of life mult be a mercy, 7H xal* cav 

as thoſe forementioned Fathers excellently argue, Tov. T heoph. 
Life is a mercy , and yet health is a greater mercy. bid. 

Ad-ov vyiaivay was written upon the porch of Apollo's Ariltor.Eth.l; 

Temple, health is the Princeſſe of earthly bleſſings : and Plato _ G 

tells us that dewroy vyrairer Was ſung by every one to his Mare. Sp.506 | 

Harpe at the Schooles, and at Feſtivals. Beauty, riches health, \, 6. 

were the three things Pythager as ſaid ſhould chiefly be implo- 

red of the Gods; but among them health the chiefe : indeed, 

itis that which maketh /ife it ſelfe to be a mercy, ſince now eſt 

wivere ſed valere vita, T o live ts not ſo much to breath, as to be 

well. 


Adercies then they are (eſpecially)when conjoyned, and w_ 
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| ns of caens 10 17 their owne nature, ought io to beefteemed of by us : in 
| qua nos allignos Which reſpe& we ought to pray and give thanks for them as 
: Jenct,amor vite bleſſings. It is no lefſe a fault to. »ndervalue, then to ovey- 
| quiurnoneſ® 9/2 our lives and health : this /arrer (I confefle) is the more 
- weep gy common, but the former is no lefſe calpable : we muſt not be 
| Sen. Ep.27. ſo much in Zove with /ife as to dote upon it, becauſe it is forr, 
yet we may ſo farre /ove, as to deſoe, and erideavour that it 
may , yea, with the Apoſtle here, acconnt it a mercy, when it i 
; prolonged. 
| Corpus infra I end this, If deliverance from death be a mercy, how great 
* antmeneſt @ A Mercy is deliverance from hell ? If it be a bleſſing to have 
; is enima the dauger of a mortall diſeaſe prevented, Oh what is it to have 
| witts excellentiſ- the pu;/t of our deadly frnnes pardoned ? Finally, if the health 
ore ct of ihe bedy be a favonr, how choice a benefit is the /oules 
| hw, ' health ? Surely by how much hell is worſe then death, fin then 
* Aag.in Pl145, fickneſſe, yea, by how much the /cule is better than the body, by 
- o much is the oze to be preferred before the other. Oh m 
ſoule, thou waſt ſick, deſperately ſick of ſinne, ſo ſick that thou 
waſt nt only nigh to death, bat dead in ſinnes,aud treſpaſſes ; but 
od had mercie on thee, he hath ſent his Sonne to heale, ts revive 
thee, by being himſelfe wounded, nay ſlain: and hy Spirit to care, 
to quicken thee by killing thy ſinne, and renewing thy nature. 
T how art indebted to thy God for temporall, much more for ſpirt- 
twall : Bleſſe the Lard, oh my ſoxle, for thy life of nature, 
health of thy body ; but let all that 1s within thee praiſe his holy 
name for thy life of grace,and eternall ſalvation. 
9.2. Butit is further inquired, though this recoverie 
were a mercy in it ſelfe, yet how could it be ſo ro Epaphroditus 
a godly man? Had it been deliverance &y death, this were a 
Cay in loc merey indeed; bur deliverance from death ſeemeth rather an 
BZ.) injury than a courteſie, Teos wiv Toy orgeTINaY Fuxonor Bi THY Tos 
2 | app 3 Toy yer iavey Tl RY we may ealily refe!! the Heretick, 
” bicvits,da but how ſhall we a»/wer the Chriftians who deſiring to be diſ- 
rcrminum malis . ſolied knoweth not how to efteeme the deferring his diſſolut- 
| In boe ſe:ui9%, tign a mercy? Had Epaphroditus been a wicked man,it had been 
* adimit omnem J * : : : 
| cctemittzem, © £7eat Mercy tO ſpare him, that he might make his peace with 
Bern. de mod, God by the practice of faith and repentarce ; bur to him, 
vi. $erm, 30. Whoſe peace was alreadie made, what advantage could = pro- 
onging 
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Longing of his /ife afford > Death it ſelfe to a cd manis ade 
trotraxce, a toll, finall deliverance from all ſorrow and mi- 
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ſery for ever : And can that be a deliverance, which keeperb off grit quidem © 
our deliverance ? per Anguſta pervenitur ad auguſta, This red ir nd og —_ 


Sea leads to Canaan; . through the valley of death we paſſe to jurmerru 
the mount of glory: And cat that be a mercy which retardeth Meſenk ex'tm oy \ 
our felicity ? Is it a courteſie for a man to be detained from fag &- 
his wages, and held to laboxr ? to be hindred from reſt, and ; | eng, 4a 
called to worke ? to be withheld from his country, and wander gris jan wite, * ; 
ina hore | ? Finally, to be kepr ont of a Palace, and confi- initmm refri- > 


xed toa Priſon ? And yet, af this is rrwe of a godly man, who goiteariefenlla 4 
when »igh to death, is called back againe to /ive longer in this 7 2 — MY 
world. . i= 1 ng ie - 


Anſw. To anſwer thy, though upon thoſe forementioned grader = -* 
conſiderations, it cannot be denyed but that dearth is a mercy to a Id. inferm.””* 2 
Saint ; yet thoſe hinder not, but that in other reſpects the con- Wo 
tinuance Of life is a mercy, even tor a godly man. As for that Chryloſt, Jin" 
xorrh guvnlac, Which the Greek Fathers ſpeak of, as if Saint Theoph. J los — > 
Paxls language were more according to c»ſtome than trath , " 
andthat when he calls recovery 4 mercy, he rather ſpeaketh as ©, ;c.@. ibig. 
men doe account, than as it s indeed, it ſeemes to me ſomewhat y,q. abyes x £ 
harſh, that to 13 x94 Z1au Vuyas,the opportunity of gaining more ,, 2. a, 
ſouls to God, which this preſervation affarded him, 1is-a farre todr Ker ode - 
more rational ſo/#tjon. Upon this account it was Saint Faml |, 7, ma, 
looked upon the prolongation of his oWne /ife as needfull : SO 2.7 
he expreſſeth it in the former Chapter. And bere, for the ſame 
reaſon, he calleth the reftauration of Epapbrodituq to health a 
mercy. To this purpoſe Saint Hierowes vote upcn the Text 
is very appoſite, Miſertus eft equs ut majorem aocendo colligat 
fruttum, God had mercy on him, that he, being a Minifter, =. On 
__ by the preaching of the GoFþel, gather 1 more ſorles, ;, Loc FEE: 
and doe more good: | " Phil, 8. 34. 

Obj. But you will ſay, this ſeemes not to be a full Anſwer : Hieron.in !os. 
Indeed, had the Apoſtle ſaid, but Ged had mercy on you, name> 
ly the Philippians,this would be very /uit«ble;the recovery of a : 
faithfull Ad5n;fter is, no doubt, a werey to the People ; but ſtill - , 
it remaineth a doxbr,how the Apofte could ſay,as here he doth, 

God kad merty on him, to wit, Epapbrodir us. 
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- Rept. To which Erop(y, That the ax of this ſervice 
was not a bewefit tothe (hburch, —_—— 
wokaaby MNEANES. f God . 

- 2, He became a greater infirument. 0 - Itis. 
high honowr, which God vouchſafeth to that _ - hag c 


"ne makes w/e of to. /exve and honew him ; and to a pioxs ſoule xo- 


#” than to be glerifyed with bim : this Saint, Paul de 


thing is dearer than Gods glery, defiring rather ro Clarify God 

en: Ss $ res to his 

, yealhus earneſt expectation, that Chriſt might be magnify- . 

6 i his body whether by life or death. No Ka oo then if 

————_——_— much Epaphredizxs his life might conduce to- 
Geds glory, reckoned it as a wercy. Beſides, 

Re 


e increaſed his owne reward ; the Tonger a good man, 
& elpecially a geood AMinifter liveth, the more ſinners he conver- 

+ beth, and they that twrue many to righteouſneſſe, ſaith Daniel, 
bid. JaaH ſaive 46 the ftarres for ever and ever,naycvery ſoule that a 
> Faithfull Mnifter minnes to Ged, is as a new gemme added to 
- that rows, which ſhall one day be pat upon his head. 


| Thus then the caſe ſtands; Epaphrodizue. indeed, by dying, 
had received his reward, but by living he did the more ſervice ; 
by dying he bad obtained. glory from God, but by living he 
Srought glory to God and our bleſſed Savianr faith, It is 4 
mare bleſſed thing to give than to receive ; by dying he had ex- 
ojed his recompence ; vat by living he made it. greater, that. 
would have accelergted, but this augmented. it, fothat evenin 
reſpe&t of his one. fiture happineſſe he was no loſer but « 
aser by the prolonging-of-his life, and therefore maſt juſtly 
th Saint. Paul ſay, God had mercy os him. 
Briefly, and yet clearely.to Rate the whole matter. 
Life and; death may be conſidered. and. compared fonre 
wayes, | 
I. In their formall nature,” and fo death isa provation, life-2 
poſition of goad; and therefore dearhevil, and life good, | 
2. In their Canſes, death is a fruit of fin, life an effett-of love; 
eur wickedneſſe deſerved the one, Gods: goodueſſe conferreth 
the other; in which reſpe&, death is threatnedas.4 punifhment, 


[fe promiſed as.a reward: | 
- 3. Incheir naturall. and proper- effe##s,. dr«th. fequreh®, 
= : well. 
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whereas by /ife we have the fraition of theft contindtd to us, £Y 
fo that in this repard alſo, /ife is farre berrey chan death,even to . LY 
-& good man. | | / $28 


4. Laſtly, in their accidentall royſequenrs,when a wicked man 
4yeth there followeth 5oment, but whileſt be /iveth there is 
hope of his repenrance, yea, many times it- ſo falls our, ſome 
come into-the Yinexard at the e/exverth howre, and to ſuch ?life 
is a choice mercy indeed : when a god{y man dyerh he is carri- 
ed imto Abrahams boſome, platedin a ſtare! of 5lifſe ; bur by 
tiving longer he honowreth God, eddfieth the Church, worketh our " 
his ſalvar;en ; he paineth both the more time to prepare Hitt | - 
ſelfe for, get aſſurance of, yea, make an addition to tis future . 
glory, and thereſore in ch; likewiſe, and ſo in af comparifors - 


life bath/the preheminence, and the continuance of it is juſtly 
called/by the Apoſtle a mercy. 


cloſe wp thx, life continued, health reftored, are meres; 
-oh ſer not us by ab»fing them to -/inve turne thetn into judlfe , 
mens , who can believe it? and yet we may often /ee ir, then *% im 
change bleſſings into curſes by their iniquities , andLas Pay;ſſ. '** he 
enſis excellent] 


y expreſſeth it, 1pſa beneficia fibi faciunt pana- port wn ; 

lia & inſtrumenta conrrs ſeipſos divine jufiris, T hey we 5" Gs. IE 
nefits to become puniſhments, and the fruits of Godls w/ isffro- ie Units © 
ments of his juſtice. The truth is, it was not fo much ife as the Yelo" is ».; = 
right »ſe, Saint Pas! conecived Epaphroditxa wonld make of Pf 9, 4 


his life, which moved him to call it 4 mercy, Adultis periewlo & Priracch Blk; > 
peſtilens ſanitas fuir qui tutins egrotaſſent : Indeed the, bings de vali, - oh 
are good Or evil to us according as we imploy them. It had been Eftfera 
a Freater mercy to many impenitent ſinners that they had con- 
tinued fck, or dyed, then that they were recovered. Let - us wars 55 
therefore {ay oxt our life, our health, according to our ſeverall Bert.de inter; © ; 
. Places, in Gods ſervice, fo ſhall it prove £lory to God, benefit dom, _ 
tO others, and a mercy tO ws : Oh my ſoule, hes haft received, 

w it were,a new life, improve it in new obedience; health u refte- 

red to thy body, impley it in the ſervice ef thy Gad : why ſpowld . 
thy honey be turned ix gal thy ſhield into a ſword, thy delicates 

re poyfon ? Oh let thy life be expended by thet,as it was intended 
? E 2 
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Mersy.in her Beanty. , 

God, ſo ſoalt thon have canſe to takg up the Apoſtle: language. 
os had mercy on. me. And thus much ſhall ſuſkce for Ty oc 
particular, I ro the 

3. Opportunity of the t;e, which is the fa branch implyed 
. in theexeeptive But.. And a comfortable But it is; indeed, the 
ſfickneſſe, like a floud was carr ___ away, Ged puts ina But 
and fteps.its current; Epaphroaitus was falling into the pir, 
But God reacheth forth, an hand to apbold him. God 
doth not ſo preſerve him that the fickneſſe ſhould not come, nay, 
when it is come he doth not hindey it from increaſing, but when 
it iS come to the height, then he reb»keth the diſeaſe, and faith, 
hitherto they ſhalt come and no further. All hopes of his recovery 
in waxs eyes are periſved, and lo, he is raiſed by the hand of 
Ged. Means either are not afforded, or however wnable to help. 
God becommeth.his Phyſitian, and commandeth the care. It lets 
us-ſee thus much, that | 

When all hopes are liveleſſe, and belps ſeem fruitleſſe, then 

the ſeaſon of Gods deliverance. That childs condition is very 
—_ the father and mother forſake ; but then the Pſalmi/t 
finds God ready.to take him wp : And the canſall r_ inthe 
Originall is very confiderable, not onely when., but becauſe he 
> gonk, 45352 forſaken. babe, God vouchſafeth to protef# and provide 
3 o_ inves for him ; our extremity being not. onely the opportunity when, 
* pegmaam;{-berna- ut a morive why God will deliver. It was a dolefull complaint 
 ® | which the poore Creeple made to (Þrift, 4r3goror ws Ty,w, 1 


= 
= cr ©, bave not a man to put me into the poole , but even that narration 


* 5 tis an efficacious prayer; The abſence of mans help, being the 
| — ppb egpen ſeaſon of Chriſt _ and ſuccour. Saint Paxl arr of 
 pati ſane gui Our bleſſed Saviours Incarnation, faith, it was when the fwlneſſe 
—umane deſwnt, of time came ; if you will know: when that full time was, 
ſman- the Evan 4 anſwereth , it was 5 the deyes of ved the 
x King : and if with Chryſs/og us you looke into thoſe dayes,you 
|, - -—ka _ ſhall find them COD miſery to the Jewiſs Na- 
5. tion, their Temple profaned, Liberty ſuppreſſed , Worſhip abo- 
lifved, and the whole $ ___ of confuſion. In. thoſe dayes was 
Wt. the fineſt, becauſe indeed the firnefſe of time come for him, 
who was the Redeemer,to appeare, and the horne of ſalvation to 
be raiſed wp. In which ref] : the Meſſiah is called by _—_—_ 


Sp" 


4% . 
— 
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. Mercy is ber Beatty. 
fit man, or according to: the Original, « man of opportunity. ; NF 
T hy way oh Ged u in the ſea, and thy paths in the great waters, Plal. 77.19.) > 
ſaith the P/a/mi#. By which expreſtions no deubt be chiefly in- > 
rends (as appeares by what followeth) to zote the _p—_—_ * If 
ble ſecrecre attending upon many of Gods difpenſations, ſo that 
we Can no more diſcerne the reaſon of them,than we can any 4m- - 
preſſion of a ſbips paſſage in the Sea , but yet withall it is nor an 
improbabie axon to underftand Sea and great waters repre- 4 
fenting doleful and perilous diſtreſſes:Gods uſual courſe being - _ 
to manifeſt himſelf not in the bakow river of a ſlight trouble, : 
but the deep fea of ſome deferare calamity. .The Dsſcyples enter 
5nto 4 /bip, but ('briſt comes not , the ſable wanile of the night 
covers them, and: Chrift cometh nos, the winde bloweth, the 2 

forme rageth, the waves ariſe, and yet Chriſt appeareth not, iN 
but when they have rowed 25. or 30. furlongs, being farre from Toh. 6.19. * © 
land, and in the depth of danger, then they ſre eſne walking on iniTages bo 
the Sea, and drawing nigh to the ſovip to ſuccour them. To zu; txiv3%s 
this purpoſe is S. Cyrills obſervation upon this ftorie, Chriſt graxivans- © 
doth not preſently at the beginning of the ſtorme appeare to ,i, 254 ts © 
his Diſciples, but when they had rowed far from land. Chriſt is 2,5 ra © 
not alwayesat hand upon the firſt o»ſer,but when throngh pre- ,,,1ror Tic: 5 
vailing fear, 8 almoſt over-whelming danger, our ſpirits begin $5 75-exdpce* 
to fail,then he breaks forth as it were in the midſt of the waves, _—_ Q 
calwing the ftorm,expelling our feare, and preventing our raine. odirelas Cy. 4 
It is very obſervable in that hundred and ſeventh Pſalme, Ajex: in. : 
when the Prophet celebrateth Gods goodneſſe to ſeveralt ſorts Jgh. - 
of men in their dengers, that their de/iverance was not wvouch- IF 
ſafed till their danger appeared remedileſs:of travellers it is faid, £3” 
they wandered ſo long in the wildernes gill by reaſon of bunger and Pal, 107.3, * 
thirſt their Jomle fainted in them, and then, nottill then upon 45» -, 
their crying the Lord delivered them ; The Captives are ſaid to * 4%. were | 
ft in darkneſſe and the ſpadow of death, by reaſon of their bends, (*5 Tis Dur, 
yea, tO fall downe and none to help. them, and then. this want of "*95 bupt=- 
help #btaineth help, at their earneſt cry.God ſaveth them out. of Y*n BonSwa. © 
their aiſtreſſe ; when fick, men are brought ſo low that their preg NyMl. . 
ſoule abhorreth all manner of meat, and they. draw nigh to the Tra& in.Pf.. 
gates of death, then God ſendeth his Word and healeth them : ver.10,12, TS 
finally, the Seaxans ſonle 1s melted becanſe of trouble, they reele ver. 18.29 
E 3 to | 
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þ ey dews iS b1s doing. Quando humana omnem ſpem negant, tune aivina di- 
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Mercy in ber Beany, 


Pſal 142.24. , and there zz no 


man, yea, onthe left hand, nay round about us, and all refuge 


faileth us, 

| Reſtat iter calo, | 
we may looks wp to God, and God is ready to looks downe from 
heaven and help we. 

And now if you ſhall inquire why God is pleaſed to cull out 
ſuch a time of ſaccour , when in extreame perill , of caring, 
when fich nigh to death : I anſwer, itis both in reference to 
himſelfe _ Ks. 

In regard of himſelf, 

1. Partly that it may appeare to be his worke, Thoſe effets 
inthe production of which, God is as it were cauſa ſocia 
copartuner, making uſe of probable meanes, too often the 5n- 
ſtrument is more looked upon than God; but thoſe effects 
wherein he is ca»/a ſolstaria, the ſole agent (effeRting them 

Phil, 8S it were by his owne hand) enforce men to acknowledge it 


| reſcere pericula ſpenſatio clare fulger, In the day-time, when other Faryes ap- 
- us periclitensi= peare not, we know The /ight which ſoives is onely from the 


'. 


1 => + 44 Sun; ſo when ſecundary meanes ſucceed not to whow but 
|, exten periclt- - 


God can the patient aſcribe his recovery ? and for this reaſon, 
opem 2” opus celeftrs dextrea aſſignaretur virtuti humane , that the 


oo ſuam po- creature may not rob him 0 —_— he chuſeth that c5we to de- 
rentiom demon [iyer when the creature can affor 


»o ſuccour. 
2. Chiefly,that in ſuch works he may appear to be a God,in as 
'6. - much as his A/»5ghty power and mercy, hereby become ;//«- 
17.7 ſtriow: itis the prayer of David, ſhew thy mevailous lovin 


E Savudrwroy kindeneſſe ; the Septwagint and vwwlgar (agreeing in this wi 

7s ininoe. the Hebrew) render iemctts thy i wonderfull, and ſurely 

; bps Mirifics- when our miſery is moſt dolefmll, Gods mercy is moſt wonder- 
4 


. * $US, Vul . 


full, and theretore, ſaith Saint Gregory, we moſt admvire Geds 
| benignity, 


= 
TS 


Marcy iu her Beauty. A ", 
wewity, Whew: we ecll 19: winde. ax - calamity : indend Ged Tunculime. 
ingeth us #;gh 10-deatb, that we may kyew wr ſelves how [erRrilie het - > 

fraile and morcall we are, that he may kyow ww, Or rather wakg ——_—— 
knownt to 16 and ethers our graces, and. when we are righ re 17 memuwich + 
death he bath merey, that we may kwow biz, not onely ſpecu- miſecia noffra. \_- 
latively, but experimentally, how great .and mighty, how good Fvotantur. «- 2 
and-gracions be is: The truth is,Ommipetents medico,nullum-wwl- Oc3 LCL 
mnaa inſanabile, Ne wound, is, incurable to this omnigetent Phy- \, _ ww 
ſitiau : and that he mey appeare to be ſo, he often deferreth guy Deipor. ns © 
the cure till ham kill and helpe failerch. In /ach delive- tiem vincas, nis > 
= SEEIEL 2625S 5 ll 
ain{y wrieten lo, that 1nd Egyprians can read t 7 es muted 
© = ſeeing. the 1/reclites 4 yp obpftere vileas,” > 


Que 4 


ape. an imminent dan i 
they acknowledge the Lord fighterh for them. __ —_ 0 34 
In reſpe& of «s, that the deliverance may be the more av- par. = 
ceptable-tO na, as well as honavwrable to. him, To every thing, Ti TYTs Saws 4 
faith Soloman, there 14.4. ſeaſon, and indeced.it is. the eaſox that: u271&7+ 599 © 
putteth a beauty Upon every thing.;, in this. regard, that of the n wirtor wie == 
Prophet quam. fpecioſp , ham beautifull are the freet of him that T% 066. tumyracs > 
bringeth geol!tidings,is rendered byTerwllian,quam tempeſtivi , novoing Thu, ©; 
hew opportae., that which-is- ſeaſonable being ever beautifull; witty tray © © 
indeed in every opportune mercy there is a doable beauty, the is 707 Spme » -* 
one.ig the thing conferred, the other in. the time of conterring. 3iay. miggn.  _ 
it. Itis.the prayer of the Church to God, Gird: thy. ſword. upon. Sivar Tas... * 
thy thigh with thy gleric and thy majeſty hich latter words the. regyparr; - - 
uxnlgar atine-reads.cum- ſpeoie tne. & pulchritudine twa, that. Creg, Naz, | _ * 
ist0 ſy, with thy beauty and thy. beanty : and this is then moſt. Orn.33 » 7+ 
fully verified, when:God girds his word to defend his Church in. 52 1% 7: "a 
her /oweſt mifery,and: fond bis enemies in. their higheſt infolen-- Mar Lie 

Cy. Id is 4/weer-and choice expreſſion of the Prophes, The Lord: Pit 45:93 
will wait that he may be gracious, which though it be chiefly 18.30.1875: - +. 
intended of his forbraring judgement, yet. it 15-00. leſſe true of 5s yeg-Girw.gh; © 
his withholding merey - Gaditherefore. aft times delaying, that xacurdaws: = 
he may appoere the more graciowrin beſtowing deliverance ;. ſo. ToiswrSores- » 
true is that of-the, Father, Dewus' cum differt non. negat. [ed cante. 0719 inid iraq 
mendas dang, Gear {niþ ending intends, ne. to deny, hut, onety, to: Thy couTueias | 
commend mercy. Abralians, chilth was more. welcowe. at . ricar evieis. 
ſrawenty, than; it. be. had; been. given, at - chjrey, and _—_ Thy wi mh... 
Ijaac 4M 
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Mercy in her Feamty, 


33 
"Civ innids  Iſanc had not beene ſo preciews; had he not been 'as* wiracn- 
Tejanoliuuir louſly reſtored as given. In fine, the language Of a depopulating 
 1@ i wWarreis the beft rhetorick.to extof{ the bleſſing of peace, how 
ed; Cyr. welcome is a calme tothe Marriner after a blaſtering ſtorme? 
Alex.in Joh. and health is never fo amiable, as when it brings letters of com- 
6. 19. mendation from a long and dangerous fickneſſe. : 

To apply thu, Itis a meditation which ſhould eneourage us 
ro-rruſt in God, even when things are at the wor##, and theugh 
all other ſuccours faile, not to let goe our 'hold of him : As 

| Apeltes ſtriving to (paint a drop of foam falling from a Horſes 
© Braſn.Gmil, Mouth, after long frudy, de pairing, let his pencil fall, and that 
2 | fall didit, :Q nod aſſequi non potnit caſus expreſſit, efieting by 
chance what he could not by art, and when both »arwre and 

art can goe .no farther, divine providence undertaketh, nay, 

Ba. x. effefterh the worke, and therefore, as the m—_— faith of joy, 

? Eler f 4c. 8, 1 ſay of hepe, hope alwayes in the Lord, indeed, magne indols oft 
; Serare ſemper, it is an argument of an herosck minde, to hope 
alwayes, and of a piows minde to place that hepe on God ; 

; wy # David faith of himſelfe, I have hoped in thy word, the Septua- 


£ixt read it irjarIoa, and the valgay Latine accordingly /xper- 


's la xray of ſprravi, which as S. Ambroſe interprereth it,is ud ſperandum ſem- 


fl. me eromni Per Creſcere -ſpem ſpet adjungere to add hope to hope, & that even 


ſera exon then when affiittion 15 added to affiition : Excellent to this pur- 
_—_ ow poſe is that coznſel of the Greeke Father, zyhen externall means 
- Ambr. in Fi. 


are leaſt let thy confidence be greateſt, for then God diſplayeth hus 
power moſt, nat at the beginning, but when things are deſperate, 
for this is the ſeaſon of divine help. It is our great fax/t that 
in di/mall dangers we open the eye of ſeſe, and onely pore upou 
the extremity of the rrouble,whereas it becometh a Saint, even 
then to open the eye of faith, and /ovke upon the exergy of Gods 


power .* 


118, c. 1g. 
$7 ay cis Yao- 


EAISE FAT 


Hue. And to carry it one ſtep further; Let even the depth of miſery 

| = *W® bean incomragement to our confidence, in as much as that is 
*T17: a timeofdeliverance: when the »ight is at the darkeſt, we 

know day-break is xeareſt, the lowneſſe of the ebbe argueth the 

flowing in of the ride to be at hand: ſo may we conclude divine 

BE ſucconr approaching from the.premiſſes ofa grievous calamity 
Gzck.+ 16, raptor We read in the vio of the wheel, which Ezekge! 


ſaw 
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Mercy in bey Beauty; 
ſaw there was a wheele in the middeſt of a wheele, by which two Suro rs 
wheeles 7#ſtin dartyr underſtandeth the Fewes captivity in xoggyry 
Babylon, and their reſtitution to their owne Comntry, and one 7gg12y ty 76 
wheele i ſaid to be in the midſt of the ether, as if their returne 7g, unrey- 
were 1n7raven in their very boudage, whileſt the onz gave hope ay &, ayrs 
of the other. Strange, but yet comfortable is the Promiſe, which 73, 73, js- 
God maketh to his Chrrch, I will give ber the valley of Achor Juju, dna- 

for a doore of hope. eAchor ſignifieth confuſian , perturbation ; yuyjy ug > 
and yet this will God make, & deere of hope, whilelt that pertzr= 2, uncles 

bation proveth but a ſad: Prelogue to a joyfoll reſtauration. exeyoyhs 5 
Strange, but yet ſtrong was the faith which the Pſalmiſt ex- ;,, ip, * 
preſlech, where he ſaith, Though an hoſte ſhould encamp againſt Jyſtin, Mart, 

"me, my heart ſhall uot feare, though warre ſhould riſe againſt me, 
1 this will 1 be confident : Loe here, a ſoulelike the ark riſing 
with the waters, the encamping of an hoſte is terrible, and yet 
David feareth not : the riſing up of warre is yet more dange- 
rous ; and David will not onely mor feare, but be confident : 
Nor yet (which is very obſervable) doth he ſay iz God, but 
iu ths, that is the very warre-ut ſelfe will Ibe confident, as 
knowing,that when the enemy did not onely excamp about, but Þþ 
warre againtt him (1 that either he muſt periſs,or God muſt 
help) it would not be long ere the wi/dome of the Almighty 
would finde out a way to reſcue him. Not much unlike this, is M4 
that reſolution of holy ob, Though he ſlay me, yet will 1 tru#t 
is him; death and hope ſeeme to beat the greateſt diſtance, 

and yet here they are brought rogether : death could not kt 
7ob's hope, nay, according to Pagnimes reading of the Hebrew 

rext, Ecce occidet me, beheld he will ſlay me; death it lelfe j 

giveth /ife to his hope, and becometh a prop for his confi- 

nce. 

. Let this be our practiſe at leaſt, indeavewring to attaine this aff 
high pitch of faith and dependance on God. True it is, if we 
b boll the fad condition of this Chwrch at this day,we ſhall find 
many dy;»g Symtomes upon it; Herefie hath poyſoned it, Saeri- 
ledgh ſtarved it, Schiſme wounded it, yea, a licentious toleration 
almoſt ftrangled it: And I doubt not but the people of God 
mowrne in ſecret for theſe abominations ; and yet (to uſe Saint "1 
Pax/'s expreſſions on IT SITE Let #4 not ee 45 I Theſ,4,13. 7 

witheut 
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John 13.4: without hope, that this fickweſſe of our Church (like that of Za 
24714) ſhall not be to death, but to the glory of God, when the 
Pial. 102.33. for time #6 have mercy upon Sion foall come. Apaine, it cannot 
be denyed (oh that it were more /amented) our lands deſolate, 
and zigh to ruine, the whole head is fick, and the heart « faint, 
frem the ſoale of the foot even to the head there 3s mo ſoundneſſe 
in it, but wounds and bruiſes and putrifying ſores ; and yet there 
Hier. in Pl101 4 bope in this matter, confidat qui agit penitentiam, quia erit 
Conflinus in ,,,:p4 (alvandi. Let all penitent mourners believe, and expe? 
op dawg 4 day of ſalvation : Finally, none of us but may at ſome time 
memorebil: be- Or other be brought /aw, and in this particular of the rext, be 
nies cxemple, /ich nigh to death : Oh let us rreaſare up this rrmth, as a cordial 
| $u0n0-48 ſomili 2 54inſt that evil day, and learne, even in our fairing fits, to 
|. 4iſcrimins peſprt mncourage our ſelves in the Lord our God. 
ter Deumnox And becauſe examples are great incouragements as well of 
defuturum no- faith as ebedience, ſince as we are zncited to doe what others have 
- neceſſeta3i= gone, ſo weareanimared to hope what others have experienced be. 
— G6, na fore us:give me leave to mind you of ſeveral inffances inthe book 
np of God, which evidence the trath of this comfortable aſſerr;ox. 
Confugian ne, Were not Hagar and her S onne ina erifhing eſtate, when 
- Par. iniec. turned our of Abrahams houſe into a dry wilderneſſe, onely 
'” # Sam-39:3 with a little bread, and a borrle of water, nay, when the bertle 
 Gan.21.35,06, empty and none to repleniſh ? Now it 1s that Hagar giveth 
| +> trap her /elfe, and her ch;lde, for oF, leaving him ander a 668, char 
” proverbizs ; uw {he might not heare him cxy, nor fee his death, and relolving 
- ſquazdom to Send the little remainder of her owne dayes m reares. Bus 
, aeeiacnts love, when Fi this pinch an Angel appeareth, openerh her eges,and 
b Whtaft Wa inſtead of a bert/e ſhe hath a wel tull of water for her owne and 
| Ne fultcvnt her Sons praſervatron. | 
” dicew mmone, Was not 1ſaac nigh to death, when boxnd hand and foot, yea, 
Dominns vide- [4;4 upon the Altar ? nay, bis Fathers hand ſtretched forch to 
| bir, boc ft bers ,. +. his þife and cut bis throat ;; it is but alittle while, and one 
- ger _ Breaks had let out bled and life together. Bur ſee, in the 
{rw rnt, mount of the Lord it us ſrent, 56G: 8 ports, God y, ts 
-Hieron.in n were from an ambaſs, calls uhexpeRedly from heavesFand 
qualt. Hcbr, by a wordin ſeaſon at once ftops the Fathers hand , and ſaves 
Gen 23.14 the Claltes life. 
__—_ ln what great danger of death was Moſes, when his po 
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laid him by the rivers brinke with no other ſbe/cer but an arks Wd mirabilis, > 
w/hes : how likely is this heipleſſe Babe to be ftarved * omg © = oo 
with cold, of tumble into the rever, or bedevoured with a wild ae, 4 
beaſt ? Bur behold, whileſt the childe isin this imminent da- rum (x10/nae, 
gr, and the parents in pony Fn, providexce ſo or- munc aun gandie 
ereth it, that Pharaoh's danghter becometh as a mother to the ©#2 7ccipre, 
child,and the childe# mother is appointed to be his nurſe, where- |: — 
by his /ife is preſerved. = 4 p open | 
How nigh in all probability was the Iſraelues deftruttien, Ague qua times | 
when before them a Sea, through which there could be no we- bawur daxrs 
ding, on either fide mouwnaines, over which there was no {£4493 fanals 
climbing, behinde them a mighty hofte, with whom there is no 5 — 
conteſting, and yet from whom no meanes left of eſcaping. But pernicien neſet= 
toe, in this depth of miſery God hath mercy on them, even toa mtſed @& my. + 
miracle; the ſea divideth, and at once becometh the Iſraclites nimen exbibent.”* - 
paſſage,and Egyptians grave. ; Oig. bow. in 
How ſmall did the d;ft<nce ſeeme betweene fonah and death, Co b 
when the mercifull marriners were enforced tor ſaving their wut abſ Fe 
owne lives to- caſt him into the mereilefſe Seaand yer there he Foam & cets © (8 | 
finketh not, a divine hand as it were holding him by the chinne , "02 u:4ſdrbge © * 
when in the Sea ſwallowed by a greedy whale, and there hee "77 & 
dyeth not ; God would not deliver him trom the rempeſt, he will ——— 
from the z/hale ; that which was moſt /:4ely to conſume him 2, jubigeremay. 4 
becometh the yrcavs to preſerve him , within rbree dajes the Dev, pls _ 
whale delivereth him ſafe, whole, and alive upon dry &'vfcact dum. __ 
ground, | ve, ve , 
ho ever thought to have ſeene thoſe three fworthies alive tas Fw_ x» 
after they fe/l downe bound into the midſt of 4 frery burning fur- \raa.2dv har 4 
nace * But beh1ld a martyrdeme effetted without dying, whileſt 1.3 633. 
a forth like the Sonne of God appeareth, at whoſe command the © =aryrium Gf: = 
fire forgerteth tO bayne, or ſo much 3s /corch. _ f png el. 
tho did not expect but that Dame! being caſt into a denne of res hs | 
ravenous Lins, fhould be devoured before the next morning, ſunt, quor props * 
nay, the next hoxre ? But ſee,the Lyons monthes are ftopped by *124 Dam rently, > 
an Angel, and ſince they cannot feed Daniel, arc forced to "* —— 
keep a faſt with him. — 
Were not Pax and his company in great jeopardy of death, Scoup.cap. 8. - © 
when the thick clouds had for many dayes 05/cared the light of Your Les oy + + 
| . F2 F 99; | brravit leona - 
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%borekow%: FSyyand Starres from them, the violent ftormes exceedingly 
Rab.in Lp. toffed the Ship, enforced them to caſt out the goods, yea, very 
a moment they expe themſelves to be made a prey to the roring 
O vey xale; waves all hope that they ſhould te ſaved being taken away ? but 
por every 66 behold, that night an Angell of God ſtandeth by Paul, and from 
Texy pal: God af ures him of his and their preſervation. 
&7&A0vT0 , Tocome yet nearer to the inſtance of the Text : © 
«&y AN 6 Oe It was no ſlight ſickneſſe afflicted Davida, when he ſaid, Ay 
05 IxWAUGEY. heart panteth, my ſtrength faileth me, as for the light of mine 
_ eJes it 25 gone from me; the diſeaſe (it ſeemerh) had /ezzed upon 
iy | 0-4 all his $:rirs, his animal: in the dimneſſe of his eyes, his natw- 
wires attines py4/l in the failing of his ſtrength, his vital in the panting of his 
prorſueſſn heart; and ſurejy then ir mult needes bring him very nigh to 
| death; yea, it ſeemeth David feared it, =_ __ _ ear- 
; - , ws it 1 other P/al/xw: But when eat iS near, 
RET Col r/o tering the pre; eek pede ls Of 
loc, It is ſaid of Hezekiah. that he was ſick wnto death, the diſeaſe 
So juſu flue ſach that he reckoned his bones ſhould be broken, and an end 
| every wry ad of him, yea, he received a ſentexce of death from God by 
"Gre the Prophet Set thine houſe in order, for thou”ſhalt aye and not 
May in = live : _ chat threat was onely like Abrahams precept, nor a 
Gem. >Þ. declaration of what Ged intended to doe, but oncly a probation 
Tot Enamins hat Hezekiah would doe; and therefore notwithitan- 
evra Se diſeaſe was deadly, God becometh _ Hopes, pre- 
fauna fumptu- {cribeth a plaiſter of fixgs, and Hezckiah 1s healed. 
6ſa, teen The Vos _ is viſited with a Feaver ; that Fea- 
Gr avgfinz bringeth him to the very point of geath, when as at the 
met vg = Centarions intreaty, Chriſt with a word COMMands his rece- 
© Thos womans condition was deſperate, when ſhe was at once _ 
brought /ow in eſtate and boay : 5 goads are gone, her diſeaſe 
PE. continneth, the Phyſitiaus have emptied her parſe, but cannot 
ant aaa ſtay her flux nor is there any likelyhood but that this ſickneſs 
: | vom nl at length bring her to her grave. But her deplorable ſtate 
caſu ſed dromi- {« 2 fit occaſion for Chriſt to magnifie his mercy, whileſt by a 
nin Bt believing touch Of his garment he maketh her perfeRly whole. 
| —_ | Finally, Martha lends Chrift word that Lazarus 5; jk; 
b. arajncs pore: Chriſt delayerh to come, onely lets her know th4 fickneſſ i” | 
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be for Gods glory : being fck he \djeth, dying is buried, and ha- #, (ole flv & > 
_ wo, ſome dayes baried he rotteth, nay: ſftinkerh in the Lg . 
grave; and mw'is the time come for Chriſt By his powerfull 'g,. _ yeh, 
voice tO raiſe him from the fleep of death, *and bed of the pideris quem+ 
Frave. «14modam dt 


- Loc here, morethana 7ury of textxall witneſſes, to which _ —— 

many moe might be added (beſides thisin the Text) all aſſer- | our ao 4 
ting this truth, and thereby aſſuring our faith of Gods delive-. rupioni poſſe 
rance in the worſt extremity. To all which give me /eave tO permittit, neg4e 
adde oue more, even my owne late experience of Geds maruailous 7 put edint, nil * 
kindeneſſe vouchſafed to me. / G 7 | 

It is not many weekes agoe ſince it pleaſed the wiſe God tO vi- Qu abu, 
fit me with a ſore and violent Feaver; that Feever fo exhauſted habearadmintity 
my þirirs, and exervared my body, that I might well rake up atque agit, us © 
Davids expreſlion, There was but a ſtep betweene me and death: Pumane fhet 
Much about that tive when the dayes of the yeare are at the on Lean, 4 
longef, the dayes of my /ife ſeemed to be at the forreſt. Thus ,, 4:ſperationly 
was the firſt part of this Text verified, I was fick nigh to death, acedu, ' 
indeed fo nigh, that I was as 4 dead man- in the opinion of the: gu d fatlurue 
learned, yea, actually dead and buriedin the report of the v/-. <8 drvinum ity. 
gar, and truly'L had exe thz beene not onely fowre dayes with Ch Prog ee: 
Lazarus, but more than four weeks putrifyzng inthe grave, , "ys w 
had not divize goodneſſe prevented: But God had mercy on me, a Sum 20.3; © 
and fo the other part of my Text is likewiſe 'falfilled : whea- Juzerbe ion; 
the fekveſſe had almoſt weighed me:downe into the pir, God #iſeale was 
was pleaſed to par a graine of mercy and twrne the ſcale,ſo that the higheſt, | 
1 am here (beloved) this day, before God, Angels, and men, as 
a bird eſcaped out of a ſtrong /nare, asa prey plucked out of 
the jawes of a devouring Lion, as a brand ſnatched out of the ' 
fire of a burning feavey. 

What therefore rem4izecth, but that as inthe beginning, fo X 
now in the cloſe of this as/cowrſe 1 rake ug a gratulation, Bleſs the Park 6 
Lord «h my ſoul,and let all that 1s within me praiſe his holy name; |, 3 ny Pn. 
when I forget to mention this deliverance, let m) right hand for- 
get its cunning; when I ceaſe (as opportunity offereth it ſelfe) to 
publiſh this mercy,let my tongue cleave to the roofe of my month ; 
nor yet would / be a/oze, in this wotk of praz/e;do you (all you 
here preſent) joy»e with me. I-doubt not but many, the moſt, 
nay 
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_ <nay. abof you in ſome kixde, at forme time or other, hare had 


experience of eminent deliveraxces : oh ca# them now to mind, 
& let your gratefull remembrance come up as a wemorzall before 
the Lord : I doubt not but wany of you, yea, wery many, did 
put up prayers, fervent prayers at the throwe of grace for this 
mercy (which I now celebrate) my recovery. Indeed brethren, 
I look upon my.health,as S. Paul on his preſervation, as a gift 
beftewed on me by the meanes (to wit, for the ſakes and prayers) 
of any;and ſurely as prayers have been made,ſo fir it is rhanks- 
giving ſhould be rerwrncd by many on my bebhalfe, it were a 


' ſhame to be zealous in begging and cold in bl:fſing;to cry aloud 


give us our dayly bread,and onely whiſper hatowed be thy name. 
Bleſſed theretore be the Zord God of his unworthy ſervant, who 
alone derh wondrous things ; yea, bleſſed be his gleriaus name for 
ever,and let all that have beene petitsoners for me ſay with me at 
leaſt in their hearts, Amen, Amen. 

And now my Dearly belrved Pariftnieners, and freinds in the 
Lord, what is my deſire, but that yow may have-cawſe in alluſior 
ro the following word: of this verſe, to lay, God had merey, wot 
'0n him onely, but #s alſo ; that my preſervation may be for your 
edification, as well for my conſolation : that you, who have alrea- 
dy found bexefit by my weak Miniftery, may be more ftrength- 


"wed; and thoſe, who have heretofore been «anprofitable, may 


now be berteved. Which that it may be ſo, it ſhall be my endee- 
vonr ; let it be your prayer for me , that 7 may doe tha worke of 
Chrift more ai/agently and faithfully than ever ; it ſhall be my 
prayer tor you , let it be your exdravorr tO heare the Word of 
Chrift more attentively and obediently for the time to come. SO 
ſhall you have cax/e to bleſſe God for me, and Ito bleſſe God for 
yox. Yea at that /a# and great day you ſhall have joy in we, if 
my preaching become a mranz of your converſion and ſalvation ; 
and 7 ſhall have joy in yog, whoſe converfoon and ſalvation ſhall 
.prove an i#crea/e of my reward, and an addition to my glorie. 
Which God grant, &c. 
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